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ALFRED ROSENBERG---rcsumed, 


DIRECT EXAMINATION---continucd, 


BY DR. THOMA (counsel for Rosenberg): 


Q Mre Rosenberg, you were the plenipotentiary of the Fuchrer for 
the supervision of the entire spiritual ond ideological education of the 
NSDAP and all its affiliated organizations, In that capasity, did you 
exert any influence on the law-making authorities in that connection? 

A The Fuehrer spoke to me at one time and exp lained to me that as 
far as the leadership of a hrge movement of a state was concerned. three 
points of view had to be kept in mind; that there are men who, according 
to their nature, would meet problems on a basis of contemplated thought 
and he would have to select from whatever their thoughts would be--somothing 
that could be realized, ond th id nave tke task to take 
the problem and the thoughts as they had been produced by the thivkors and 
to realize them in economic and stately wayse Then he listed my task in 
this sense and entrusted to me the supervision of education in such a 
sense, that in a comprehensive basis, because of my kaowledze of the movement 
I should take a definite and sperific position. As far es the cxocotive 
power and other powers were concorne ; that was in tni 
corrosponding ministries; that is, the Ministry of Eden 
Propaganda Ministry, and the entire representation of the Party was in 
the hands of the Party Chancellory. The Party Chaneeliory on occasion 
asked me to define my position to such and such a question but was not 
obligated to give my position any consideration except my viows. 

Q Mr. Rosenberg, did you have any influence on the school policies 
of the Nad Party? 

A I did not have any direct influence on the school system. The 


school system was a matter of the Reichserzichungsministcrium=-the 
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Educational Ministry and the organization of the schools are not to be 
confused with the training of the Party and as far as the universitics 
were concerned, that was the task for the corresponding ministry rather 
than mines 

Q ‘There were National socialized educational centers. Can you 
tell me something about the centers and what was your function in that 
connection? 

A There were so-called National socialized educational institutions. 
They were under the leadership and direction of the Educational Ministry and 
of the Reichsfuchrer SS Himmler. They were founded by Himmler, so that a 
dissident stratum would be trained and the inspection of these educational 
systems was centered in the Ministry of Education by special SS leaders. 

Q Mr. Rosenberg, you are accused of religious persecution and 
especially as expressed in your "Myth of the 20th Century". Do you 
admit that as far as your attitude towards the church is concerned, that 
perhaps on occasion you were a little too critical and too severe? 

A Of course, I must say that as far as traditional confessions were 
concerned, I uttered rather severe and critical judgments. I would like 
to emphasize in this connection, that in the introduction to my book, which 
I earmarked as a purely personal work, I gave my personal opinion only and 
that this book was not addressed to the church-going population and I also 
mentioned in my introduction that I did not have anything to do with 
propaganda, as is shown on page 120 of the document; and further, that 
I rejected a political attack in religious confessions by the State--all 
of these facts I expressod not only in the introduction but also in the 
book and I further rejected many proposals to have my book translated into 
foreign languages. A Japanese translation was submitted to me but I do 
not recall having given my approval for the transh tion, 


Q Mre Rosenberg, you were not trained in theological matters. 


Don't you believe that in some judgments as to theological questions, you 


were wrong? 


A Naturnlly, I never assumed that this book of mine, which treated 
7874 





esc ITI TT 


and dealt with many problems, was entirely without mistake or error. 
was very grateful to receive counter-proposals to my book and made some 
corrections to it, but some attacks on my book I could not consider 
justified. I thought liter that perhaps the work of mine wuld be 
revised at a later time. 

Q Did you at any time use State Police measures against your 
theological and political opponents? 

A No. I would like to state here that this work was published 
two and one-half years beforo the taking over of power and thot any and 
all criticism from all sides were invited but much in the way of criticism 
came in after the taking over of powere I answered the attack on my book 
in two brochures but never at any time did I use the police to intimidate 
or in ony way oppress my opponents, 

Q Mr. Rosenberg, in the RSHA there was an office for the persecution 
of political churches. Did you have any connection with this department 
or office? 

A I know only that coeworders of mine were in contact with many Party 
offices and departments and I know, of course, that they had connections and 
were in touch with the SS. Through this collaborator, I received many 
circular letters from churches and the circular letter of the Fulda 
Conference of Bishops and many more similar matters but these special 
arrests of some special church leaders did not come to my attention although, 


of course, later on I did find out that during the war some monasteries 


had been confiscated and their confisention having taken place for state 


and political reasons. 
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I never was able to find out the political reasons involved 
in each and every casee I must mention that in the year 1935 the 
case was such that a bishop sent an official memorandum on to the 
State Leader of the province and asked him to prohibit me from 
making any speeches in that province. That, of course, did not 
take place but this church dignitary was not harmed either through 
me or any other department. 

Q What was your attitude toward the churches in the 
eastern provinces? 

A After the marching in of the German troops in the 
eastern territories the Wermacht of its own accord as far as 
religious freedom was concerned, reinstated religious freedom and 
when I was made Minister of the Zast through a special church 
tolerance edict at about the end of 1941 I established that re- 
ligious freedom which existed under the Wehrmacht on an official, 
lawful basis, 

«4 The Prosecution has quite a number of documents at their 
disposal, most of them letters of the Leader of the Party Chan- 
cellory and on these they base their contention of religious per- 
secution on your part, 

I would like to have you tell me and to define your atti- 
tude as far as these documents are concerned. These documents 
have been submitted. They are number 107, 116, 122, 129 and 101, 
U.S.A. 351, U.S.A. 365, 

THE PRESIDENT: Dr. Thoma, you are going too fast for us to 
get these numbers down. 107- PS, do you mean? 

DR. THOMA: Yes, 

; PRESIDENT: Will you kindly say P3 if you mean 107-PS, 

DR. THOMA: Yes, I was going to add the U.S.A. Exhibit 
number, 107-Ps, 3$51-U.3.A.-- 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I would rather have the PS number, if 
you will give me the PS number or whatever the numbers are as part 
of the exhibit number, 107-PS -- 
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DR. TROMA: Yes, 116-P35, 122-PS, 129-PS, 101-P5, 100-Ps. 

THS PRÆSIDENT: did not get those after 129-PS. 

DR. THOMA: 101-PS, 100-PS, 008, 064, 098, 073, 070. 

THS WITNESS: The number 107 is bsing used by the Prose} 
cution as proof of my persecution of the churches. This was a 
letter sent out by the Party Chancellory regarding the 
Reichsarbeitsdienst, (Reich Labor Service) e 

In this circular on page one it is decreed that the prace’ 
tice of religious observance is to be prohibited. I believe it 
was so decreed so that young people of a spiritual background 
who were brought into ths Labor Service in this way would be pre- 
vented from participating in religious and spiritual debates. 

On page 2 it says: 

"As little as it is the affair of the Reichsarbeitsdienst 
to forbid its individual members to have a church wedding or 
funsral, so definitely must the R2ichsarbetisdienst avoid taking 
part, as an organization, in a festival which is strictly 
religious, that is, which excludes Germans of other beliefs." 

I consider this decree in strictest keeping with religious 
freedom for it meant that members of the Protestant faith could 


not be forced to attend a Catholic service and vice versa. I also 


felt that any members who did not prescribe to any religious de- 


nomination could not, on order of their organization, be forced to 
attend religious services. There, I cannot see that in this case 
we are concerned with religious persecution at all. 

Documznt 116-PS concerns itself with a letter of the 
Leader of the Reichschancellorye It is sent to the Reich Minister 
for Science and Education. It is dated the 24th of January, 1939 
This document was submitted to m» for my acknowledgemente 

It refers to correspondence b3tween the two departments 
regarding the limitation of theological faculties at universities 
and it emphasized that the agreements or church concordats would 
have to bs taksn into considsration. Furthermore, a certain 


collaboration had to exist in th» entire higher educational system 


0 


as a comprehensive simplification was necessary. 
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In conclusion, it states that newly established areas of 
research such as research into race and into ancient cultures were 
to be given special consideration. I could see that after six 
years of National Socialism new areas of research should be include: 
and should have special consideratione I thought that they should 


have and I personally was interested in seeing that the areas of 


sociology and naturally the history of Germany and allied fields 


receive consideratione 

The same applies to Document 12Z-Ps, dated April, 1939. I 
do not need to go into this in detail, It sets forth similar 
views. The views are set down by the Minister for Education and 


it emphasizes just what is to be done with theological faculties. 





TO, 


Document 129-PS is a letter of the Reich Church hinister to a well-known 
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German author, Dr. 3tadl, who was especially interested in religious reform, In 


this document the Reich Church liinistcr presents the view as to having a com- 


munity of religion which would affirm the National Socialist State and at the 
same timo have the direct Support of the Reich Church Minister, 

in the preliminary intcrrogations a document of mine was submitted to me in 
this matter, a letter which I had written to the Party Chancollory and in which 
I expressed an opiaion about the sessions of the Church Congress, I said that a 
National Socialist Minister of Churches did not have the task of calling for a 
community of religion and he would appear to be in the same position as that 
which holds true for me. If I had the intention of establishing a community of 
rcligion then I would have had to give up all my functions anc activities in the 
Party. That can be traced back to a point of view which I represented, The 
Minister of Churches as a National Socialist member was obligated to help rolig- 
ion but to bo independent of all reiigions and denominations, 

Document lOl-P3, which I am passing to now, is a letter from the leader of 
the Party Chanceliory, at that time the 3taatsloitor and Deputy of the Fuchrer, 
whorcin it is complained that denominational writing could be used to paralyze 
resistance of troops and he asked iy office or department to do Something to this 
effect. Wy answer was not ready. I never did give any opinion but my opinion 


b 


Ways ocen that it was not my task to publish religious articles in my 


Capacity but that, of course, it was up to cach individual who had 


something vital to say to put in writing 
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Now, Document 100-PS is an accusation of the then 
cGer and deputy of the ruenrer Bormann to me 
ssed an opinion to the Fushrer that the Prot ant Bis 


jlUueller had written a ry fine book for German soldiers. 


- 1 


Reichsleiter Bormann said that this book by ilusller was not 
ropriote because it could be considered e denominational 
propaganda. bolig hat the accusation against me 
out reservation; that he 
may be interpreted 
as porsecuting. 


The next Gocument is a lotter by Bormann, which he gave to 
, © 


to take notice of. To told me that hk elkod to the ther 


` 


Reichsleiter Amann, ana sai because of the naper scarcity, 
religious writings, ten pe of which 
should bo further decrcod and curtailcc. Ji know hat 
he curtailment of all journals 
but I Gia fina out that in the course 
publications about art, music, and allied fields was curtailed 


IPTE 1 ^ 4 ^ <> obs me € 3. "TL 3 E : T te Lm 
ong with the rest or tae magazines ana Journalis in tie Gormen 


6H. 

Doeumont 064-PS is a letter of the leader of the Party 
Ghanecllory, in which he reports to me about the letter of a 
Gouloitor about a writing of General von R.bonau about tho spirit 
ind soul of thc soldier. This Geulciter criticized the very 
traditionally bound opinion of General von Rubanau and na protestec 
.zainst tho fact that this lotter w. published by tho Party. 

In thet connection I would lik ay th. t tuis .unorondum by 
Goncral von Rebonau did eppear in a worios of articles which wore 
puvolishud by my official dopsrtment; and this lottor was published 
without having been road., Ho had tho occasion to docl |, ith 
goncrel subjoets. I gave him the opportunity to voice his 
opinion, but I did not withdraw this lottor from publication. 


Document 098-PS contains & now cecusation of the leader of 


tio Party Choneollory to mo. In this accusation ho say 
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‘8 Sollin~ 
ior rolizious 
struction in tho schools. X. Bormann at great longth says 
t it wes not tho task of tho Purta 3 in a roformnatory 
school iS concerned. 
following. I :zvo no instruction 
md could not give him any instructions 
this topic. But tho Bishop visited me oi WO Occasions, 
on ono occasion with tocrs in 
Sphere of influence ho had no 
)ur Zxcollonoy, 
sonorally known, 
would write 
arious perts of 
and in thet way you can 
2robably mado a fow additions on this topic, as I 
accusation made by 
persccution of 
churches on my »a 
Got O75 is an oxtraordinarily sovoro circular 
position 
lis. end christendom, es soon from h: point 
rononbor, any of tho Tollowins ean bo concerned 
Lime I 
n$ conics to all 
after much hesitancy I roc.ivoàd thi 


I received it in form. I did not considor it possible. 


I »ol1& Bossenieecnd I vclisve the lotter rà Ki G him should 

be sound in my records--that I did nt consider it 

a circular lotter of that sort to bc circulating. 

nothing could bo overlooked, in my own handwriting I .daecd that 
my opinion tho Pichror would not approve a circular lettor 
this sort. Thon I spoke with Boruann cbout this personal 


natter and told him that e:ch one of us had the Tight to define 
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Conversation 
“CCidont 


oe EE eee 
ictter, 


and void. 


» I would like to 


ve the numbe nen 


j M 
iment, 


a correction; 


zl 
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THE PRESIDENT: It Should be De75? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, 

Document OT24PS is a letter of Bormannts to me in the matter 
of research into the librarios of monasteries confiscated by the state 
As far as the political reasons and motives for this act are concerned, 
I was nevor told about that; but I did hosr that the polico was dema ande 
ing to take over tho resonrch into this problom. This was a problom 


D 1 


which brought about strong conflicts between Himmler and me in these 


yearse I considered it completely impossible that now research was. to 

be brought under police control and thet motivated mo. That is soon 

fron Docunent: 071, Bormann took exception to this viow of miné, 
Document 072 gives the answor of 


j 


he points out that Heydrich was in isting on continuing this research 
and said, "The scientifice tro: ‘ting of an ideological antagonist ca 
only bo carriod out in political and polico positions," I considered 
this viow absolutely impossiile 

The statements I havo just made aro the most vital which t 
Would liko to mako to this wonlth of documents submitted to mo. I ro- 
jocted giving out religious ; writings or to 
my office, I was always conoornod with vehemence to ro 
considored to be a Nati nal Social; position and view, But I did not 
Consider my offico a piritua o offices but tho fact existod that 
the Fuohror had cha arged Bormann with tho 

hurch policy was concerned, 

My answer is lacking to all of these documents, and I do not 

rocnll whothor I ensworod ond ropliod to overything that was directed 


to mo or whether I Save these answors nnd roplies ora lly to Bormann, 


But since all of these answers are lacking, thc Prosecution has statod 


that both of us, that is Bormann ond I, had given instructions and 


docroos for roligious porsocution anc hd persuaded other Germans to 


participate in those religious porsocutio ons e 
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I would like to summarize and state as a basic principle that this was a 
problem of a thousand years duration between secular legisletion and church 
power, and that many states had taken measure. The churches were always pro- 
testing. In recent years when we look at the laws of the French Government 

under the ministry of Compe, and when we look at the legal system of the Soviet 
Union, we see brochures and caricatures were given out. 
Lastly, I would like to say that in all things, even with the police, that 


the National Socialist State--I know that even to the end morc than seven mill- 


ion Marks were given to the churches by the State, 


Q Witness, the Party Chancellory Leader Bormann in subscquent times was even 
moro critical of you. What wes thc reason for tho hostility betwven you and 
Bormann? Could it be that as far as church matters wro concerned you were 
vastly more tolerant than Bormann himself? Could that be ono of the reasons for 
your conflict with him? 

A That is rather hard to Say. It is difficult for me to say just which 
reason applied, but this hostility was very dcep, and it was shown in the end in 
local problems. But I did not realize Just how deep our enmity was until later, 
I must, ofcourse, say that ina large movement many different temperaments and 
many different, divergent views may exist, and I did not except laysclf from hav- 
ing shortcomings and faults which would b. criticized by others, I aid not be- 
lieve that differences of opinion could lead to a hostility of such proportions 
-that it would bring about an undermining of the official position of the oppo- 

; and that they would have to necessarily lead to that, 
In the Third Reich, as far as religious services, especially on Sundays, 
were concerned, were these religious services limited in any way? 

A I cannot tell you that at this moment, As far as I know, as far as rolig- 
ious sevices were concerned, it was never curtailed in Germany. It was never 
doni ed, 

Q Now I am coming to the Einsatzsab,.to the Special Staff, and I am giving 
you Document 1,015. In this document the most vital problems are summarized, 
and I am referring to the document submitted by the French Prosecution, FA-l in 
particular. How was it that this Einsatzstab, this Special Staff, was cstablish- 

ed? 


A The Prosecution contends that we were concerned here with a plan of long 
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range duration as far as the plundering of cultural treasures of other states 
was concerned, In reality the following was true: 

We were dealing with a reason or decroe which had not existcd before. A coll- 
aborator of mine when the German: ‘troops marched into Paris, accompanicd by a 
press delegation, noticed that Parisians were returning, with the excuption of 
the Jewish population, so that all organization of this type was remaining bo- 
hind and that the flats and living quarters of these leading personalities were 
unoccupicd. He suggested that a matter of ruscarch into archives, and so forth 
Should be ins.ituted, 

I reported to the Fuehrer on this fact and asked whether he wanted the carry- 
ing out of this suggestion and whether he could approve of: it. This letter of 
mine to the Fuehrer was subwitted to me in a preliminary interrogation but was 

submitted to the High Tribunal by the Prosecution; ovon though the proof for 
cason for this entire system is at hand, the Prosecution is still maintain- 
the idea of a long range plan. 

The order of the Fuchrer came out in the beginning of Junc 1940 in connection 
with the other archives, and the safe keeping and the transporting of these ob- 
jects of art was decreed by the Fuehrer, 

Q Did you know as to whi C sasons Hitler bolicvod to have had for 
these measures? 

and I would -- 

RESIDENT: Just ono minute. I don't und.rstand whot you orc 
you saying that you made a suggestion to the Fuchr.r, and that there 
your lotter making that suggestion and that the Prosecution are concealing that 
proof? Is that what you are saying? ill you answer that guestion? Are you 
svegesting that they are conecaling a proof of the suggestion which 
the Fuchrer for this scheme of taking away Jewish prop 

TNESS: Yes, I do not wis! ay c ys M. JT dn wish to say that 
it was not submitter, even though it was shown to me in a preliminary h.aring. 

DR. THOVA: May I add at this point, ur. President, I would like to point out 
that i repoatodly in my written proposals suggested that it would have to te 
brought forth, since it was submitted to mv client i: | prilimirsry hearings. 

THE PRESIDENT: Have you mado any applic-tion for the document to bo produced, 


THOMA: Yes, Mr, President, 
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THE PRESIDENT: When? 

DR. THOMA: I made several requests. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, the Tribunal is quite unaware of having turned down any 
such request. Let me sce the written request, 

DR. THOMA: Yes, 

THZ PRESIDENT: It probably isn't a matter of very great importance, 
wanted to know what the witness was talking about. 

DR. THOMA: ir. President, I will send for my files. 

THE PRESIDINT: Very well, you can go on in the mean time, 

THE "ITNZSS: Of course it was clear that we were concerned with an extraord- 
inary problem, an unusual problem, and I cid not talk about this matter with th 
military administration but went directly to the Fuchrcr so that I could get his 
opinion, But I believe it can be understood that we were interested in going 
into historical resvarch 2s to different organizations and how these organiza- 
tions had taken a position in this problem. Some very prominent personalities 
wert working in this dircction. 

I remembered that many works of art, which in past times had beun taken from 
Germany despite the agreement of 1815, had not been returned to Gerniany for 
many, many docades, 

Finally, I remembered a measure which in 1914 to 1918 was recognized by thc 
Allics through th. Hague Convention, At that period a certain category of 
German citizcns--tiiat was the racial Germans abroad, forcign countries, occupied 
countries and coloni.s--thcir property was confiscated, and later they received 
no reparations, no compensations, The value of all of this confiscated property 
was 25 billion Reichsmarks, 

In the peace dictates of Versailles, Germany was obliged to give assurance 
and to compensate these pcoplo who had property confiscated and to set up a 
special fund for this purpose, 

The chief French Prosecutor declared that the Versailles Treaty was on the 
basis of the Hague Convention, and is rusting on that basis, Therefore, I drew 
the conclusion that this mcasure against a certain category of citizens was 


taking place and was justified, 
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During the preliminary hearing, I was asked about the legal hypotheses and 
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started to point out the legal bases, but I was interrupted with the remark 

that we were not concerned with that problem at the time. In the record of this 
interrogation which the French prosecution presented here, it may be seen that 
I said yes -- 

THE PRESIDENT: We are not concerned with the interrogations until 
the interrogations are put in evidence. Those interrogations haven't been 
put in evidence yet. You can give your explanations of then if they are put 
to you in cross exanination. 

THE WITNESS: Mr. President, this document, was referred to here and 
the Gernan translaticn may be found, although not exactly verbatin, as a 
part of the French files. 

DR. THOMA: Mre President, the defendant wishes to say that from the 
beginning he pointed out that thc Treaty of Versailles, Article 279, may 
be a legal parallele He wanted to say that he did not invent that lator 
on, but that he held that view right fron the beginning. 

THE PRESIDENT: Dre Thoma, all I was pointing out to him was that the 
various interrogations which have taken placo vory likely are not in 
evidence, Of course, if he is referring to interrogations which have been 
put in evidence ==- but is he? 

DR. THOMA: — Yes. This is FA-16. That was submitted, Mr. President. 

THE WITNESS s The record of the other interrogations was not 
submitted, but this special -- 

THE PRESIDENT (Interposing): Just a moment, If he is referring to 
an interrogaticn which has been put in evidence, it must have an exhibit 
number, 

DR. THOMA: I have the record in the document book, and it is known 
as FA-16. 


THE RESIDENT: If he is referring to an exhibit, no doubt he can do 


THE WITNESS: I would like to rectify an error in translation. I 


did not say, "Yes, it is true I remember that this measure was taken," but 
I did say I thought of it, I contemplated it. That is to say, I had 


thought of it prior to that time, not at the monent. 
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When I received the translation which I had not seen prior to that 
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tine, I saw that, 

As far as Docunent 1058-PS is concerned, in order not to take up 
valuable tine I would like to point to just a few vital spots in the report 
of hO-llj. On page 2 it is referred to that the origin was determined, and 
on page 3 we sce that the inventory kakice was to be done in a scientific 
and conscicntious manner, that a restoration shop was to be put up so that 
any damage was to be prevented. 

At the end I would like to add this, because these words seen import- 
ant to me since the Soviet prosecution has mentioned the treating of 
cultural objects by the Einsatzstab in the occupied countries of the East. 
The report stated, and I quote, under tho title "York in the Occupied 
Eastern Regions": 

"The activity of the special staff was limited to a scientific and 
photographic repreduction of public collections, their safeguarding in 
collaboration with military and Soviet officers. Then, several hundred 
of the nost valuable Russian icons, several hundred pdntings of the 19th and 
18th centurios, pieces of furniture, from castles, were put in safckeeping 
with the help of some troops, and they were brought to the Reich for 
safekecping." 

I wanted to point cut by this that the Einsatzstab in the East did 
not transport any objects of art to the Reich, but when tho aroas wore 
evacuated, as nay be seen fromthe Aomments, these objects were 
transported, during battle, into the rear regions farther and farther back, 
and sone of then were taken into the Reich for safekeeping. 

From the same document I would like to point to a letter of the Sth of 
July 19.2, a letter from the leader of the Reichschancellorye This 
document deals with the sccusaticn by the Polish Government that the 
transporting of Polish works of art was concentrated in my special staff 
in Berlin. I will return to this special Polish accusation. I am just 
pointing to tho paragraph in the letter which says that the Fuehrer had 
decreod that some libraries of the Eastern region were to be confiscated, 
but that the Governnent General was not included in that decree. 

Furthermore, l would like to point to the decree of the Reichsminister 
for the occupied Eastern countries on the 20th of August 19l1l to the 


Reichsk omnissar. 
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DR. THOMA: What page? 

THE WITNESS: Page 2 of this document, Toward the end it says =- 

THE PRESIDENT: What document are you talking about now? What 
document number? 

THE WITNESS? I'm sorry, but the copy I have is not marked in red and 
I am referring to the document which I had at hand. I believe it is at the 
end of page 1 of Document 1015-PS, There is no special letter given. It 
is just a circular letter dated the 7th of April 1942. 

THE PRESIDENT: I only want to get this clear. What I took down was 
that he was referring to a decree of the 20th of August 19h1. 

THE WITNESS: I beg your pardon, It is the 20th of August. 

DR. THOMAS The 20th of August, that is correct, and the year is 
1941. It is page 78 of Document Book 2, at the end of the page. 

THE WITNESS, "T request that you specifically prohibit the removal 
of cultural goods of any kind from your Reich Comissariat by any agencies 
whatsoever without your approval. Everything of the seized cultural goods 
which remains in the Reich Commissariat Ostland and which may be 
eventually utilized for research work in tho Higher School must come under 
a later regulation. I requost that you inform your subordinated General 
and District Cormissioners of this directive, The national administration 
of museums, libraries, etce, regardless of the right of inspection and 
inventory by the Special Purpose Staff, romains unaffected by this 


directive," 
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Lator, I would like to refer back to this quotation, regarding an 
accusation by the Soviet Prosecution as far as Esthonia and Lithuania 
are concerned, 

BY DR, THOMAs 

Q Let us pass to the noxt point, 

A I have not finished, for I am accusod most unfairly in this 
diroction, and I would like to refer to 2 second directive for tho Mini- 
ster of the Occupied Eastern Territories, dated the 7th of April 1942, 
where, at the end, under I, the samo principlo I hava just read is ro- 
iterated. It is in Document Book Zs pago 94, Evoryono is told not to 
tako indopendont action, 

Under II, it says verbatin -- ond I quoto: 

"In special exceptional casos, immodiato measures of securing 
or removal of items to a safe placo can bo carriod out in order to ovado 
danger threatening (Cege danger of collapse of buildings, enemy action, 
climatic influences, etc.). In all casos, immediate written notification 
of my Special Purpose Staff must take place," 

I should liko to return to th accusation of the Soviet Gove 
ernmont, hon Docunont 076=Ps was read, it said that thoro was novor 
any dinctivo for tho securing of cultural good, but proofs do exist as 
I have just quoted tw times, 

Further, I would like to refer to n directivo by the Reich- 
minster for the Occupicd Eastern Countries to tho staff leader of tho 
Einsatzstabe This is a documont of tho Srd of October 1941, I again 
call his attontion to the documents which I have just read, 

Furthormore, I would like to call your attention to a decree 
of the Supreme Command of tho Arry in September of 1942, which was in 
agrocmont with the Reichminster for Eastem Occupied Countries, Hero 
also it says ot the ond, under I,-- 

Q That is pago 89 of the documont book? 

THE PRESIDENT: Which is that? September 142? 
| WITNESS: The 30th of September, 
THE PRESIDENT; Yes, I have got thate What about the one of 


Octobor 141? Whore is that? 
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Ti TNESSs:  Octobor 1417 

THE PRESIDENT:  Octobor $41. 

THE WITNESS: That was the 3rd of October 1941. 

THE PRESIDENT: Do you know there it is, Dr.Thoma? 

DR. THOMAs It is contained in Document 1015=PS, which is 
U SAw85, but it may be that this documont is not listed. In my docunont 
I cannot locate it ot prosont, but it belongs to 1015-PS which was 
submitted in its ontircty. 


THE WITNESS: And the order of the 30th of September 1942 says, 


"Disrogarding exceptional casos, in which tho safeguarding 
of ondengorod wcrks of culture is urgonty its placo of temporary locate 
ion is to be sought on tho spot, l'or this purpose, according to the 
mutual agreonont between tho Supreme Command of tho Army General Staff 
d tho II/G on, Que and tho Special Purpose Steff of Reichsleiter 
Rosenborg, tho following authorities have beon granted to the lettor:; 

"ce To conccal or to safeguard in the operational area of 
tho East for tho protection ecsinst damage or destruction, also such 
works of culturo which do not fall under paragraph b, especially art 
treasures of museuns," 

At tho ond of this directive, it says, under IV: 

"Independent fromthe missions of the Special Purpose Staff 
of Reichsloiter Rosonberg according to Section I, n, b, c, the troops 
and all military units located in tho operational area are immediately 
tc bo notified to prosorvo if possible valuable art monuments and to 
save thon from destruction or damage e 

I boliovo I am obligated and duty-bound to prove, but very 
briefly, that as far as my Special Purpose Staff and the military office 
woro goncornod, unequivocal directives ond orders were issued for the 
protection of valuable art objects, even in these bitter battles, the 
objects of art of tho Polish, Ukranian, and White Ruthenian peoples 

BY DR. THOMA: 
Q ire Rosenberg, do you know tat Hitler and Goering rocoivod 
sono of tho objects pf art which were concent ated in France? What was 
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A In general, the Fuehrer had decreed, and this order was 
transmitted by Keitel; and it was pointed out that the Fuehrer would 
decide alone, himself, that he would make the decision. 

I do not wish to dispute in any way that I had the hope that a large 
part of these objects of art would remain in Germany, since, in the course 
of time, many German cultural works of art had been destroyed by bombing 
attacks, especially in the West. These works of art were to be a basis 
for later negotiations. 

Reichsmarshal Goering supported the wrk of the Special Purpose 
Staff, on the special directive of the Fuehrer, and when a number of these 
works of art were earmarked by Goering for his collection, I was, I must 
say frankly--as it says in the record--a little uneasy, because, with this 
directive, I had a certain responsibility. I had signed my name, and I 
had taken over responsibility for the confiscated objects. I was, 
therefore, obligated to catalog them in their entirety, to save them, and to 
have them ready for a final disposition. Therefore, I directed my 
deputy to make a complete list of those things which the Reichsmarshal, 
at the approval of the Fuehrer, was taking for his collection, 

I knew that Reichsmarshal Goering intended to give this collection to 
the German Reich and not to keep it as part of his private inheritance, 

In the record which was produced and read by the French prosecution, 
I must say that there is a regrettable error to be found. It says that I 
had been uneasy because Reichsmarshal Goering had taken these works of art. 
In German, the term "entwendent" used means "unjustly" or "illegally" or 
"embezzled", However, what I said was "verwendent", which means 
"utilized", and there is a difference, 

DR. THOMA: Mr. President, I would like to call to your attention the 
fact that the French used the work "detourne", which means "embezzled". 

THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal will adjourn now, 


(A recess was taken) 
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BY DR. THOMA: 


Q I now turn to the Action Moebel, in France, and for that purpose 


I am showing the defendant document OOl, in volume 2 of the French 
document book, and I am asking the defendant to state his views. 
(The document was submitted to the witness.) 

A The document OOl-PS contains, at the beginning, information to 
the effect that in the East the accommodation problem and conditions had 
been so dreadful that I was asking for consideration as to whether 
unoccupied Jewish flats in France, and parts of their equipment, should be 
used for that purpose. This suggestion was taken up by the Chief of the 
Reich Chancellery on the 31st of September, 1941, and conceded in a decree 
issued by order of the Fuchrer, 

In the course of the increasing bombardment in Germany I considered 
that I no longer could take responsibility for this, and thus I made a 
suggestion that this furniture should be placed at the disposal of bombing 
victims in Germany--which amounted to more than 100,000 people in certain 
towns--so that first help would be given to them, 

In the report of Action M in the French document book, it states, in 
the 7th paragraph, how the confiscation was carried out: that these 
deserted apartments were sealed; thot they remained sealed for a lengthy 
period, so that any possible claims were waited for, and that only then was 
tho transport of the articles to Germany carried out. 

I am aware here that this, no doubt, must have been scrious 
interference with private property, but here again, in connection with 
previous thoughts, I had thought of the homeless millions of Germans. 

I want to emphasize in this connection that I was well informed 
regarding the fact that, in a bock of considerable size, flots, their 
owners, and the main contents in the way of furniture, had been laid down 
in detail, so that, at a later date, there would be a basis for any 


possible negotiations. 
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In Germany the matter was handled in such a way that those people who 
suffered damage through bombing, with regard to these furnishings which 
were placed at their disposal, ond household goods as well, had to pay 
for them, ond these supplies made to them were deducted from the claims 
which they had against the state. That money was paid into a Spe cial 
fund administered by the minister of finance, 

The document here~-001-PS--contains under No. 2 & suggestion which 
I myself consider a serious implication against me. This is a suggestion 
that on the strength of four murders committed against Germans in France 
not only Frenchmen should be shot as hostages, but that Jewish citizens 
also were to be held responsible, I should like to say that these 
Shootings of hostages, since they were to be announced locally, were 
considered by me as being justified in a war under certain special 
circumstances, since the fact that the armed forces were carrying out such 
things appeared to me to be the result of a natural legal investigation, 
particularly since these things were taking place in the territory and 
with reference to a state with which the German Reich had signed an 
armistice. 

Secondly, this happened during a period of excitement, due to the war 
which had just broken out with the United States of America, nnd there were 
thoughts of the report from the Polish Ambassador, Count Potowski, dated 
the 30th of January, 1939, which the Tribunal has forbidden to be read. 

In spite of that, I must say that this suggestion is considered by 
me to be a personal injustice and recognized as such, but that looking at 
it from the legal point of view I would like to point out that in the 


document 1015-PS, under letter Y, there is a letter from the chief of the 


Reichschancellery, which is dated December $1, 1941, and in which it says 


in a note for the files, dated 18 December 1941: 

"This hns been reported to the Fuehrer. The Fuchrer has concerned 
himself with the suggestion under 1 and has stated his principal agrecment. 
A copy of that part of the file note will deal with the use of Jewish 
furniture, and it has been submitted to the chief of the supreme command 


of the armed forces and the Reich Commissioner for the occupied Netherlands, 
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together with a letter attached hereto in copy." 

In this manner, as far as point 1 is concerned, this has been 
accepted, and it has been silently though emphatically stated that point 
2, with reference to the suggestion, is turned down, which means that the 
whole suggestion had no tgal consequences. Later on I referred again to 
this suggestion, and I must say that I had forgotten all about it until 
it was put before me once again, 

Q I now turn to the subject "Minister for the Occupied Eastern 
Territories", The Defendant is anxious that he may define his attitude 
to Molotov's note that he, the Defendant, was a Czarist spy, since this 
affects his personal character. I therefore ask the Defendant whether he 
has at any time had connection to the Czarist police. 

A No. 

GENERAL RUDENKO: Mr. President, in the Indictment which has been 
presented to the Defendant Rosenberg no point incriminates him of having 
been a Czarist spy. Thereforo, we consider that this question is irrelevant 

DR. THOMA: The Molotov reports have been submitted to tho Tribunal, 
and in that way they have been introduced in evidence. Consequently, I 
think that I may be permitted to put that question. 

THE PRESIDENT: He has answered in tho negative already, so you can 
pass from it, can't you? It has formed no part of the Indictment 

DR. THOMA: Yes. 

BY DR. THOMA: 

Q When did you learn that you had teen ^ 
occupied eastern territories or that you were pr 
and what reasons were given you for having i 

A May I state in connection with this thai ab the very beginning 
of April, as far as I can remember it was the 2ad of April, 1941, the 
Fuehrer called me in the morning and explained to me that he regarded a 
military clash with the Soviet Union as unavoidable. The reasons he 
quoted were two: firstly, the military occupation of Rumanian territory-- 
that is to say, Bessarabia and North Bucovina; and, secondly, the long 


existing considerable increase in the strength of the Red Army along the 
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line of demarcation and in Soviet Russian territory altogether. These 
matters, he said, were so clear that he had given the corresponding 
military orders and that in every shape and form did he want to include me 
as a military advisor. Thus I was facing an accomplished fact, and any 
attempt even to discuss the matter was countered by the Fuchrer with the 
remark that the orders had been given and that nothing could be altered 
in the matter, so that I consequently told the Fuchrer in that case I wish 
the best of luck to the German armed forces and I om at your disposal for 
this political advice which you desiree 

Immediately afterwards I called a meeting of my nearest officials, 
since I didn't know whether the military events would be taking place very 
soon or later one We discussed the possible treatment of the political 
problems and possible measures which may have to be taken in connection 
with the territories to be occupied in the east. We made a number of 
drafts, which have been submitted in this courtroom, and on the 20th of 
April I received a temporary task, which was the forming of a central 
department for the treatment of the eastern questions and the order to get 
into touch with the corresponding leading departments in the Reich in the 
matter, 

Q The instructions which were given to the defendant Rosenberg 
after he was nominated--which he drafted, rather--I should like to submit 


them to the Defendant. And I have yet another request to the Tribunal 


and bearing a number of remarks, and I have the request therefore that the 
Tribunal would take personal cognizance cf the photostatic copies so that 
it can be seen how these instructions have been crossed out, I think the 
actual documents have been submitted to the Tribunal, 
A May I refer to these doeuments--1017, 1029 -- 

THE PRESIDENT: They have already been put in evidence? 

DR. THOMA: Yes, they have been put in. 

May I ask you, Defendant, to state the exhibit numbers. 


I had just mentioned the PS number. 
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Q What is the USA number? 

A There is 1028, which has the USA number 273; whereas document 
1030 has the USA number 144, The othcr documents do not seem to have a 
USA number. 

Q 1017 is USA 142; 1028 is USA 213; 1029 is USA 1063 and 1030 
is USA 144, 

A In addition I should like to state -- 

Q They are contained in the specinl document book for the Defendant 
Rosenberg, 

A I state in this connection that these are provisional drafts, 
and according to a statement which is contained in the upper left-hand 
corner they originate from tho end of April to the beginning of May. 
These provisional drafts did not go out at all, but as they are now 
crossed out and bear certainwritten remarks in the margin they contain 
statements regarding those points which were later on not passed by the 
Fuehrer. So that for that reason alone, particularly referring to the 


Ukraine, they couldn't have been sent oute 
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The actual first instructions which went out to the Reich Commissars in the 
Eastern Countries and the Ukraine, after the Ministry for the Occupied Eastern 
Territories had been formed, are unfortunately not available. They haven't 
been found so that unfortunstely I cannot refer to them. 

Q On the 20th of July 1941, that is to say, one day before the out- 
break of the war against Russia, you have made a Speech regarding all these, 
concerning the Eastern problems, I am sure you have extracts from that 
speech, It is 1058-PS, USA 147. 

THE PRESIDENT: 1058, was it? 

DR. THOMA: Yes. 

THE WITNESS: This is a document from which the prosecution has quoted 
one Single paragraph repeatedly and this is a lengthy impromptu speech made 
before those who were interested in Eastern problems and who had been given 
corresponding parts and I would like to state in that connection, that it 
was my obvious duty to reflect on which political measures would have to be 
suggested so as to avoid that the German Reich would every twenty-five years 
have to fight for its existence in the East and I should like to say, and 
emphasize before I go any further, that the matters which have been stated by 
me in a confidential speech do not correspond in any way with the statements 
made by the Soviet Prosecution; namely, that I was in favor of a Systematic 
liquidation of the Slavic peoples. 

I do not wish to occupy the Tribunal's time by reading too much but 
perhaps I may read some paragraphs to justify myself. It says in paragraph 2: 

"Originally, Russian history was an entirely continental affair. 200 
years they lived under the yoke and they were predominantly turning to the 
East. The Russian traders and hunters have gone to the East as far as the 
Urals; some have gone to Siberia and the colonization of Siberia is no doubt 
one of the greatest deeds of the history of the world." I think that this 
might underline my attitude of respect towards that historic achievement in 
the East. The next paragraph states: "This means the aim of Germany is the 
freedem of the Ukrainian people, This must be made a political point of our 
program. In what form and to what extent a Ukrainian State can be formed 


later, that is something which one cannot discuss now, In that connection, 
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great care must be employed; the literature regarding Ukrainian struggles must 
be cultivated so that the consciousness of the Ukrainian people regarding the 
history can be revived. A university could be founded in Kiev; technical 

high schocls should be constructed, The Ukrainian language should be 
furthered," 

I have quoted this so that by means of a document, I can prove that it 
was not my intention to destroy the culture of these peoples in the East, 

In the following paragraph, I have pointed out that it was important, con- 
Sidering that there were lO million people in the Ukraine, that in the course 
of the ears, they should voluntarily cooperate and that should be gained 
for the purpose, 

In the following paragraph, I refer to the eventual occupation of the 
Caucasian territories and this is the verbatim quotation: "Tt would be 
the end of this solution to create a Czucasian National State. One will 
have to find another solution which can be brought about with Germany to that 
extent, that these people may ask Germany to support their cultural and 
national existence and Security." Here, too, the wish for their destruction 
cannot be found, 

Then comes the point which has been raised by the American Prosecution 
and has been described as a particularly serious incriminating factor, It 
is the so-called colonization and the Jernan property abroad. This para- 
graph is worded as follows: 

"Quite apart from all these problems, there is the question which is of 
an equally general nature and which we must all think about; namely, the ques- 
tion of the German national property; German national characteristics in 
that area have worked for hundreds of years. The result of that work, 
amongst others, is Considerable real estate property. The property con- 
fiscated in the Baltic countries can be compared with the size of East- 
Prussia; the entire real estate area of the Black Sea was as great at 
Wuerttemberg, Baden and Alsace together. In the Black Sea area more land 
was cultivated than there was ploughed up in Great Britain. These comparisons 
must make it clear to us that the Germans there have not been idle or have 


exploited the nation but that they have done creative work and the outcome, 
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the result of that work is German National Property, without any reference 
to any earlier individual owners, Just how that may one day be compensated, 
that cannot yet be mentioned but starting here, a legal basis will be and 
can be created," 

I wish to quote this so that later on, when we deal with the agricultural 
subjects, particularly in the commissar area in the East where, in spite of 
these thoughts, the 700-year German property which was not reinstituted but 
handed to the Estonians and Lithuanians by law, must be referred to, 

In a later paragraph it states: "We must declare in this connection 
that we are not enemies of the Russian people --- 

THE PRESIDENT: Are you still reading from 1058-PS? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, I continue to quote the following paragraph: "We 
must declare in this connection, that we are not by any means enemies of the 
Russian people, We, all of us, who knew the Russians earlier, knew that the 
individual Russian as a person is an extremely pleasant and cultured person 
who has not got the same character and backing as the Western Europeans do, 
"The fight for a reorganization, and continue openly in the sense of a 
national self determination of the peoples." 

I shall save the Tribunal from listening to the end. I shall come to 
that in detail verbally, I made that Speech fully convinced that after my 
introductory remarks which I had made to the Fuchrer about the subject, that 
he must have agreed in principle. I did not know, and he did not tell me, 
that other military and police orders had gone out, otherwise it would have 
been practically impossible for me == and particularly in Heydrich's presence, 
who was there --- to make a speech which appeared to be contrary to the ten- 
dencies Himmler and Heydrich held, as we heard them from the documents here; 
and as far as the point is concerned, which has been quoted by the prosecution 
from this document, I have to say the following: From amongst men working in 
the Four Year Plan, I gathered from that, from the events of an occupation of 
the industrial region and in the event of far-reaching destruction through 


battle, large-scale industries could not possibly continue to work but that 


one might have to rely on a number of key-industries -- that, by necessity, 


would mean considerable unemployment, 
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ments for market goods would be in the East and what the general 
food situation would be and what might have to be done due to the 
blockade and in the interests of German food supplies. This was 
the prerequisite for the remark that under certain circumstances 
an increased evacuation of Russian territories might be necessary 
where the industrial workers might become increasingly unemployed 
and in connection therewith I should State at once that I am ree 
ferring to th» document 1056, which contains the first directives 
from the Ministry for Eastern Affairs and which deals in particula: 
with food supplies for the population and which was made a particu- 
lar duty for the Reich commissars, 

Q On July 17, 1941 ana by decree of the Fuehrer you were 


appointed to the Reich Minister for the Administration of Nowly 


Occupied Territories. On the preceding day there was a conference 


between Hitler, Keitel, Goering ana Lammers, during which you 
stated your program of administration, I refer to the document 
L-221, U.S.A. Exhibit 317. It is on page 123 in Rosenberg's docu- 
m2nt book two -- page 123, 

A This document, which appears to refer to a summary ree 
cord taken by Bormann, has, of course, been read in this Court 
four or fivo times. During that meeting I had actually not intende 
to state a large scale program, this meeting having actually been 
called for the purpose of resolving the wording of the intended 
Fuehrar decree, referring to the administration of the occupied 
territories and for the Purpose of giving all persons concerned the 
possibility to state their views on that subject. 

I was, apart from that, considerably occupied with a number 
of personal questions which I was going to report to the Fuehrer, 
I was surprised, therefore, when the Fuchrer passionately and at 
considerable length commenced to make a lengthy statement and made 
a number of unsuspected stataments to me regarding the policy to be 
employed in the East. I was under the impression that the Fuchrer 
himself was under the influence of the unsuspectedly Strong rearma- 


m3nt on the part of the Soviet Union and the hard struggle which 
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was going on against the Red Armies. That apparently was the cause 
for some of the statements made by the Fuehrer to which I may per- 
haps refer at the ende 

In the presence of the other witnesses I countered the 
unsuspected statements of the Fuohrer and talked against them and 
perhaps I may read from the record the following passages which 
have not been read oub from the original document on page four: 

"Reichsleiter Rosenberg emphasizes that in accordance with 
his views the Kommissariat would carry out a different treatment of 
the population. In the Ukraine we would have to take care of the 
culture. We must revise the historical conscicnsce of the Ukraine 
and found a university at Kiev and the like. The Reich Marshall 
makes th» counter-statemsnt that we have to think first of securing 
our food situation, everything else could come much later. 

"(Incidental question: Is thsre still anything like an 
educated class in the Ukraine, or are upper-class Ukrainians rather 
to be found only as emigrants outside present day Russia?) 

"Rosenberg continues that there were certain independence 
movements in the Ukraine which deserved promotion." 

Then follows on page five a quotation of the intentions of 
the Fushrer, where it says, and I quote: 

"At the same tine the Crimea, including a considerable 
hinterland, situated north of ths Crimea, should become Reich 
territery; the hinterland should be as large as possible. 

"Rosenberg oonplains about this because of the Ukrainians 
ldving there, 

"(Incidental questica again fron Bormann: It has appeared 
Fa m» ecveral times chat Rcssnberg has a soft spot for the 
Ukrainiens, thus he desires to snlarge the former Ukraine to a con- 
Siderable extent." 

Thus there is evidence that I have arzued on the side of th 
Strengthening of the knowlsdge which I had and tried to persuade 


the Fuehrer to agrae to thea same points which I made in my speech 


7902 


H0111 


- 0031 





16 April =- M =- ATD ~ 9 - 3. 
on the 20th of January, 1941, before the heads of the service 
departments concerned, 

The further contents of 113 document prove that the Reich 
Marshal in particular was interested in appointing the former 
Gauleitsr Koch and that I Oppose” this candidate since I was afraid 
that Koch, in accordance with his temperament, might quickly diso- 
bəy my directives being as far removad from the Reich as he would 
be. But, in connection with that request I could not have known 


that Koch by disobsying my dirsctiv2s would go as far as occurred 


later on and'I should 
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"oilitory sovercign rights and powers aro oxcorciscod by 
the commanucrs of the aruea foroos in the nowly occupicd Bestorn 
ozritorios in accordance with my decree of 25 June, l241. 
Tha nowors of the Commissioner for the Four Y.ar Plon in the 


nowly occupicd zastorn torritorics, accoraing to my decree of 


29 Juno, 1941, and those of tho Rvichsfuehre 3 ena Chief of 


the German Police 
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to the Reich Minister and will receive instructions exclusivoly from 
him in cases where Article 3 is not ‘»plicablo; that is the Paragraph 
ő which refers to the Commanders of tho Armed Forces and tho Chief of 
the Gorman polices 

Article 9 states that the Reich Commissioners are rosponsible for 
tho entire acministretion of their civilion territory, I quote the 
folloviing paragraphe 

"As lorig as military oporations are in Progress, tho ontiro rail- 
wey and pewstal arrangements must be under tho jurisdiction of tho minis- 
tries co*mcornod," 

AXticlo 10 states thet it is the duty of the Reich Minister of the 
Occupted Eastern Territories, vho is quoted «s being a rosident in Berlin, 
to, in the interest of the Reich, coordinnte his vishos to thosc of 
other supreme authoritics in thc Reichs and that, in the event of diffor- 
ences of opinion, a decision from. tho Fuchror must bo sought. 

I need not quoto tho Puehror Docroo to tho Commandors of tho Armod 


Forcos to tho Iribunal sinco it ig su licicmtly clear what we are con- 


cerned with, nor the decree regarding the powers of the plenipotentiary 


for the Four Year Plan, dated the 29%: of June '41, in which it is stated 
thet the plenipotentiary for the Four fear Pian, that is Reichmarshall 
G ooring, has jurisdiction over all civilian and military departments and 
can given them instructions on matters of decisivo importance, However, 
for tho judgment of the ontiro legal Suggestions in this connection and 
the consequences which srose from that lator ons is the decree of tho 
Fuchror regarding tho Security to bo avhievod by the police in the Eastern 
Territorios of July 17, 1941, It says under I 9S follows, and I quotes 
"Tho police security in tho nowly occupied Eastern Territorios is a 
matter for the Reichsfuchror gg and Chicf of the German Polico," 
This Paragraph I wi thout any limits rulos on the ontiro security 
situation in the Eastern Territorios which come undor the jurisdiction 


of the Roichsfuchrer SS, who in that mariner, noxt to tho Roichninstor of 


occupied Eastorn Territorios and alongside of tho Plenipotentiary for tho 
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Four Year Plan, becomes the third independent central department and 
independent of the Reich in Berling with the rosult that the Ministers 
for Eastern Torritories in his ministry did not have a Security or a 
Police Dopartment in Berlin nor could he instal one, 

Under II it states that the Reichsfuehrer SS is authorized, apart 
from tho obvious instructions he world give to his police, to isguo 
directives to the civilian Reich Commissioners directly and that ho 

instructed that orders of politicclly great significance should 
transmitted through the Ministers for tho Eastern Territories, being 
then that it concerned provention of an immediate threat and danger, 
This worry gave the practical possibility to the Reichsfuchrer of tho 
SS to make his own decision as to whether he considered it of political 
importance or not and when his orders with reference to prevention of 
any threats were concerned, 

Paragraph III is of considersble importance, since the quotation of 
Document 1056, on page 2,058 of the G erman record of the. »rocoodings, 
have indicated to the Tribunal that there must be tho impression that 
the Minister for Eastern Territories had units of the SS under his 
conmand in Eastern Territories. On tho other hand, it spears from 
Paragraph I, which I have just quote), that this is incorrect, But, in 
spite of that, a. wording which is often used in connection with the 
powers of the SS has led to this misunderstanding: and this is mentioned 
under III of the Police Security Decree, and I quote as follows: 

"For tho carrying out of police security each Reich Commissioner 
will be joined by a senior SS and Police Leader who wll directly and 
personally subordinate to the Reich Commisszionor. Leaders of the SS and 
the Police will bo attached to the general commissioners, the chief and 
the area commissioners, who will be subordinstod to thom directly and 
personally." 

Dre Lammers, who had the task of drafting this decree, had replied, 
upon being asked, that the reason why this wording was chosen was that 
they meant that the civilian Reich Commissioner could give instructions 


to the police in political matters, but that the choice of the wrds 


"personally ond immediate subordinato" indicated that tho actual giving 
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of orders was exclusively a matter for the Chief of the German Police, 
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And, as far as I know, Himmler insisted particularly strongly in this 
wording sinco it gave tho impression to tho outside and to tho population 
that the Reich commissioner was achicving a certain unified administrat- 


ion, whereas, oven legally and in practice, tho power to issue ordors 


bypassed tho civilian administration and arrangements existed betweon 


Hoydrich and the General 
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Quartermaster of the Army, which arc facts vhich I heard for the first time 
during this trial. Just how these matters developed and just how orders and 
powers for the replies were worded, I only heard here, 

The other decrees deal with the Reichskommissariat themselves, and I dm! 
t believe that I need quote them to the Tribunal. They are merely the conti- 
nuation and consequences of the former decree. I should merely like to refer 
to the Lamers! decree.of tho 9th of- February 1942, which refers to industry 
and armament. I point out that, duo to later wishes stated by other authori- 
ties in the Reich, the departments for technique and propaganda which had ex 
existed in the Eastern Ministry were transferred from there and attached to 
the corresponding ministries. This was done in a way that iinister Speer used 

his representatives in the Kommissariat and liaison officers just as the 
transport minister stated that propaganda instructions had to be issued by 
the Minister for Eastern Territories; whereas, in practice, the matters were 
left to the Minister for Propaganda, 

DR. THOMA: I think you should have to be a little briefer, 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, the Tribunal hopes you will, 

Q The most important thing in the whole matter is the juridiction of 
the Police Leader and the SS, in addition to that, your relationship to the 
general plenipotentiary for labor, “hat was the channel of subordination in 
this connection? Was Sauckel entitled to give you instructions? 

A The authority the plenipotentiary for the Four Year Plan had recei- 
ved from the Fuehrer are clear-cut; and tho Fuehrer Decree of the 21st of Marh, 

THE PRESIDENT: The ji vas :" Was Sauckel ontitled to give you 
instructions?" You began to tell us about the Four Year Plan, I am sure you 
can answer that question directly, 

A (Continuing) Tho general plenipotentiary for the employment of labor 
had the right to give instructions to all authoritics in the Reich, and that 
included the Minister for the occupicd Eastern Territories. 

Q That's enough. Were you entitled to toll the Reich Commissioner Koch 
that the quotas of laborers which wore required could no longer be fulfilled, 
yes or no? 

A I couldn't do that as easily as that since the plenipotentiary for 
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labor had been given vory dofinito quotas by tho Fuechrer, and when these 
quotas appeared too large to mo == and that was always the case -- I would 
approach tho general plenipotentiary and his representatives and have con- 
ferences together with the PERETE E of the Eastern Military Ministry 
as to reduce the figures to a bearable size; and the reduction of these 


stas did, in fact, succeed during many such conferehces, 





nee 0 


In spite of that, however, the quotas were very high indeed. 

MR. DODD: This defendant continues to make a Speech. The question 
was very simple. He was asked whether he was entitled to tell the Reich 
Commissioner Koch that the quotas of laborers which were required could not 
be filled. He has now had three minutes, and I'm sure that he will take 30 
minutes if he's allowed to go one He should be kept to all elements 
surrounding that questione 
BY DRe THOMA: 

Q Witness, I must emphasize Mr. Dodd's suggestion. I have asked 
you whether you were entitled to tell the Reich Commissioner Koch that the 
quotas of laborers which were required could not be filled. Will you 
please answer yes or no? 


A The answer, in that case, is no. 


Q Did you, nevertheless, do so on one occasion, that he should use 


his rights and his powers? Yes or no? 

A Yes, I did that in a letter to the General Plenipotentiary for 
Labor and the document has been presented in court. It is dated December 
1942, and in that letter, it was my duty to draw his attention tb a number 
of events and I requested him urgently to do what he could so that these 
events which had occurred woul conse, 

Q May I ask you to refer to this question of labor very briefly on 
the strength of the available documents, They are documents which have 
been presented by the United States. O16-PS, 017-PS, O18-PS, 015-PS, 
O14-PS, 204-PS, 265-PS, and OS1-PS. And I think you can be bricf about 
all these documents since you are talking about your own affairs. 

THE PRESIDENT: Are they in the document book? 

DR. THOMA: They are in the USA document book. The special 
document book Resenberg. The document 016-PS is contained therein. 

THE WITNESS: It is a letter from the General Plenipotentiary dated 
the 24th of April, and addressed to me, in which he states his program. 

It has been referred to by the Prosecution repeatedly, and I would like to 


refer you to two points which refer to ite 
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It states in this program under Prisoners-of-lar and Foreign 
Laborers verbally: 

"To us Germans, it has always been a matter of course that as far as 
the beaten enemy is concerned, who has been our hardest and toughest 


opronent but who has been captured, that we must refrain from any oruelty 


and unnecessary difficulties. We must treat them correctly and humanly, 


even if we must expect from him a reasonable output." 

And then it says, on page 13, in paragraph 5: 

"For the Russian campaign too, and for that reason, there must be 
the greatest care that the principles of German cleanliness, orderliness, 
and hygiene are observed," 

That, as far as I was concerned, was the decisive point. And this 
principle of the German plan was agreed to by me. And from that agreement 
orises my letter O18-PS, dated the 21st of December 1942, 

Q It is document book Rosenberg, Page 64, Volume II. 

A I have formerly explained the letter, that I am stating therein 
my agreement to the solution of the Eastern workers problem and I state 
that we, Sauckel and myself, observe the German principles, That is in 
reference to the points of the program which have been quoted. 

I further stated that in spite of the principles, a number of events 
occurred which caused me to draw his attention to wrongful methods. 

On page 2 I am complaining that in accordance with reports received 
at the Eastern Ministry certain sick barracks and camps which were to be 
installed for sick Eastern workers for their rehabilitation before 
returning to their own country had not lived up to the expected conditions 
and that the Eastern Ministry did, in turn, turn to the Reich Commissioner 
in Eastern Territories. 

After that, in Page 3, with reference to tho quotas, as far as the 
Eastern occupied territories were concerned, I had requested, with all 
emphasis, that any actions should be excluded in recruiting the quotas 
which would have serious rosults and consequences which might some day be 


held against myself and other officials. In order to achieve this end 
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and to bring into agreement the peculiarities of the Fastern territories, 
I have empowered the Reich Commissioner for the "xrnine, insofar as 
necessary, to make use of his rights and to see to it that methods which 
run contrary to the interest of tho conduct cf the war and war economy 
in the occupied East be abolished, 

Q Were you aware of the fact that at the same time that these 
uethods wore discontinued tho workers demands could not be supplied? 

A I could not assume that as easily as that since I knew also, that 
at the beginning, when the problem came into play concerning rather large 
numbers of recruits from the country, that a legal basis existed and that 
the Reich Commissioner had further provisions from that light. 

May I very briefly refer to the other documents quoted by the 
Prosecution, 054-PS? That's a criticism regarding conditions which have 


been rcported by officers of the Ministry of Eastern Affairs, by the Army 
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Group South, and which reached me, It is very severe criticism and I shall re- 
for to page l of the letter where it scys, that with few cxeeptions, the Ukrain- 
iens in the Reich are working òn their own in ha indicraft, forms, in agriculture, 
or as houschold employes, and that they are very satisficd with their condit- 
but they complain about the type of shelter they have in collective camps,! 


reports th. attompt to exert an influence in Germany, it's where I, the 


Eastern Minister, could not normally give any instructions and there was the 


attemp to comply with the points raised d luring that time regarding workers in 


` 


Hastern territorics, 

The document 084 refers to a number of complaints and mensurcs about the im- 
provements of the situation in which the members of the fomilics of the workers 
found themselves and the Ministry of Zastern Affairs is askcd to deal with these 
matters spcedil; It refcrs to a question of Peay, a question of taxes, but I 
don't think I need make a detailed statement. All these questions will be re- 
ferred to by the General Plcnipot. sntiary for labor, Ho merely referred these 
reports to me and I was active in trying to improve the situation, I should like 
to have, in this situation, a working agreement between us according to which 
"astorn workurs who wore returning to their homes were to recvive an allotm nt 

not suffer any disadvantage over those who had remained 
in their own home land, 

In document 204, complaints can be found regarding insufficiont allowances to 
which I need not refor in detail and to which I am merely allowing myself to 
draw to the attention of the Tribunal, 

Document 265 is a report from the General Commissioner at Zhitomir in the 
Ukraine in which he informs us of the fact that the gencral plan of labor pris- 

ers, ond through his travels in astern territorics, had pointed out the 
Scrious situation in the labor and that he had transmitted and carried out the 

ricrs from the Fuehrer, Also, that these quotas must be placed ab the disposal 
missioner and that he had no choice but to call on certain 
workers even by means of the Support of the police or the local authorities 


which had been appointed, 
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This document 031+Ps appears to me personally to be of particularly 
rest importance since the prosecution has stated, with reference to that 
document, that I am accused of having collaborated in the planning and 
carrying out of the biological weakening of the Eastern peoplese dnc reference 
is made to my agreement, which is supposed to be stated at the cnd of this 
document, 

Only the first ane last words of this document have been quoted, and 
I must ask the Tribunal to take cognizance of the true situation, and 
that I may inform them Of ite 

åt the beginning of the document it states that the Minister 
“astern occupied territories, with refor.nce to this .roblem--2nd 
he had once turned down the suggestion thet youthful persons shoule be 
transferred to the Reiche- would once more st te nis opinion and refer to 
Special conditions ana prerequisites. In the actual record it states that 
àrmy Grovp Center had the intention, Considering that a large number of 
youthful persons were already working there, and because they were not being 
taken care of, of returning these youths and taking care of them in a 
proper manner, 

On page 2 of the document i states that the Minister was afraid 
that this action might have political repercussions and that it would be 
considered as the kidnapping of chilcren, He, therefore, wanted the action 
to be considerably limited for those reasons, 

Under point |, it States thit if the Eastern Minister could ne Support 
that action and help carry it out, then theArmy Grou; Centereewhich, of 
course, was in no way subordinate te the Eastern Minister == would carry 
out the action on thcir ome 

Howevor, this army Group was addressing itself to the Eastern Ministry 
particularly because, in their opinion -- and I am qucting -- "the guarantee 
for a correct political and sermancnt treatment would thus be assured. 

The rmy Group would like to Sec this action carriod out under the 
possible conditions, These children should, if possible, be accommodated 
in villages, in Groups, or accommodated in small camps. Later on, from thoro, 


they were to be placed at the disposal of handioraft and business concerns," 





i 


Then, later on, it states: "In the event of a reoccupation of the 
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territory, the East.rn Ministry can then return theseyouths, who woul? then 


cooperate with their parents in the econstruction of that territory, which 
would surely be a positiv. political factor." 

At the cnd it states, "Uncer these conditions the Minister for E^stirn 
Affairs has agreed to take core of these youths." I agreed, because I was 


onscious of 
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the fact that I was, wherover possiblo, going to be able to use tho 
Youth Dopartmont of the Eastern Mini stry, which would, in turn, guarantee 
tho groctost possiblo caro for thoso children, 
I want to add that on one occasion I made a journey and visited 
a largo vorks at Dessau, where 400,000 youthful workers were employed, 
and whore a soparate childronts camp was in existence, under tho caro of 
Whito Ruthonian mothers. I could ascortein that these youthful workors 
were wearing tho best possible Clothes, that they were being taught matho- 
matics ond languages by Russian teachors, ond that the childron!s cari 
had a kindergarten which was looked after by Russian welfare worlors, 
who, in turn, wore looked after by the Hitler Youth, In the course of the 
e wonm who was looking r thet camp was thanking me, with 
her eyes, for this humane care which was being accorded to thom, 
would like to point out a phonetic error which has appeared in 
this record, This city, as I said, was Dessau, and not Ode essa, as is 
stated in the record. I never visited Odessa in 211 my life, 

DR, THOMA: Mra Presidont, we have finishod the labor problom, 
and I am coming to the Reich Commissariat; perhaps this vould bo @ suit- 
able moment 

IHE PRESIDENT: Can you indica o tribunal how long you 
arc likely to be with your examination? 


THOMA: I am of the opinion that we may be thro ugh by 4:30, 
PRESIDENT: Four-thirty this afternoon? 
THOMA: Threesthirty, Hoove ] P IB 


shaking his hoad, and thorefore I can’t ou for certain, 


THE PRESIDENT: Well, the Covrt will rocoss until five minutos 


(A recess was taken until 1405 hours, ) 
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Official transcript of the International Military 
Tribunal in the matter of The United States of 
America, the French Republic, the United Kingom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics against 
Hermann Wilhelm Goering et al, Defendants, 
sitting at Nurnberg, Germany on 16 April 1946 
1000-1500, Lord Justice Lawrence presiding, 


> 


ALFRED ROSENBERG---rcsumed, 


DIRECT EXAMINATION---continued, 


BY DR. THOMA (counsel for Rosenberg): 


Q Mr, Rosenberg, you were the plenipotentiory of the Fuchrer for 
the supervision of the entire spiritual ond ideological education of the 
NSDAP and all its affiliated organizations, In that capacity, did you 
exert any influence on the law-making authorities in that conacction? 

A The Fuehrer spoke to me at one time and explained to me that as 
far as the leadership of a brge movement of a state was concerned, three 
points of view had to be kept in mind; that there are men who, according 
to their nature, would meet problems on a basis of contemplated thought 
and he would have to select from whatever their thoughts would be.--something 
that could be realized, and 
the problem and the thoughts as > en produced by the thinks 
to realize them in economie and stately ways. Then he listed my task 
this sense and entrusted to me the supervision of education in such a 
sense, that in a comprehensive basis, because of my kaowledge of the novement. 
I should take a definite and roc^ifio position. Ags Ta 
power and other powers wor 


corresponding ministries; that is. th: Ministry of 


Propaganda Ministry, and the entire representation of 
the hands of the Party Chanecllory. The Party Chancellory on occasion 
asked me to define my position to such and such a question but was no* 
obligated to give my position any consideration except my vicws. 

Q Mr. Rosenberg, did you have any influence on the school policies 
of the Nad Party? 

A I did not have any direct influence on the school system. The 


school system was a matter of the Reichserziechungsministerium--tho 
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Educational Ministry and the organization of the schools are not to be 
confused with the training of the Party and as far as the universities 
were concerned, that was the task for the corresponding ministry rather 
than mine, 

Q ‘There were National socialized educational centers. Can you 
tell me something about the centers and what was your function in that 
connection? 

A There were so-called National socialized educational institutions. 
They were under the leadership ond dircetion of the Educational Ministry and 
of the Reichsfuehrer SS Himmler. They were founded by Himmler, so that e 
dissident stratum would be trained and the inspection of these educational 
systems was centered in the Ministry of Education by special SS leaders. 

Q Mr. Rosenberg, you are accused of religious persecution and 
especially as expressed in your "Myth of the 20th Century". Do you 
admit that as far as your attitude towards the church is concerned, that 
perhaps on occasion you were a little too critical and too severe? 

A Of course, I must say thot as far as traditional confessions were 
concerned, I uttered rather severe and critical judgments. I would like 
to emphasize in this connection, that in the introduction to my book, which 
I carmarked as a purely personal work, I gave my personal opinion only and 
that this book was not addressed to the church-going population and I also 
mentioned in my introduction that I did not have anything to do with 
propaganda, as is shown on page 120 of the document; and further, that 
I rejected a political attack in religious confessions by the Statee-all 
of these facts I expressed not only in the introduction but also in the 
book and I further rejected many proposals to have my book translated into 
foreign languages. A Japanese translation wis submitted to me but I do 
not recall having given my Approval for the transh tion. 


Q Mre Rosenberg, you were not trained in theological matters. 


Don't you believe that in some judgments as to theological questions, you 


were wrong? 


A Naturally, I never assumed that this book of mine, which trented 
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and dealt with many problems, was entirely without mistake or crror. 
was very grateful to receive counter-proposals to my book and made some 
corrections to it, but some attacks on my book I could not consider 
justified. I thought liter that perhaps the work of mine wuld be 
revised at a later time. 

Q Did you at any time use State Police measures against your 
theological and political opponents? 

A Noe I would like to state here that this work was published 
two and oneshalf years before the taking over of power and thet any and 
all criticism from all sides were invited but much in the way of criticism 
came in after the taking over of powere I answered the attack on my book 
in two brochures but never at any time did I use the police to intimidate 
or in any way oppress my opponents, 

Q Mr, Rosenberg, in the RSHA there was an office for the persecution 
of political churches. Did you have any connection with this department 
or office? 

A I know only that co-worders of mine were in contact with many Party 
offices and departments and I know, of course, that they had connections and 
were in touch with the SS. Through this collaborator, I received many 
circular letters from churches and the circular letter of the Fulda 


Conference of Bishops and many more similar matters but these special 


arrests of some special church leaders did not come to my attention although, 


of course, later on I did find out that during the war some monasteries 
had been confiscated and their confiscation having taken place for state 


and political reasons. 
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I never was able to find out the political reasons involved 
in each and every case. I must mention that in the year 1935 the 
cass was such that a bishop sent an official memorandum on to the 
State Leader of the province and asked him to prohibit me from 
making any speeches in that province. That, of course, did not 
take place but this church dignitary was not harmed either through 
me or any other department. 

Q What was your attitude toward the churches in the 
eastern provinces? 

A After the marching in of the German troops in the 
eastern territories the Wermacht of its own accord as far as 
religious freedom was concerned, reinstated religious freedom and 
when I was made Minister of the Rast through a special church 
tolerance edict at about the end of 1941 I established that re- 
ligious freedom which existed under the Wehrmacht on an official, 
lawful basis, 

Q The Prosecution has quite a number of documents at their 
disposal, most of them letters of the Leader of the Party Chan- 
cellory and on these they base their contention of religious per- 
Secution on your part, 

I would like to have you tell me and to define your atti- 
tude as far as these documents are concerned. These documents 
have been submitted. They are number 107, 116, 122, 129 and 101, 
U.S.A. 351, U.S.A. $565, 

THE PRÆSIDENT: Dre Thoma, you are going too fast for us to 
get these numbers down. 107- PS, do you mean? 

DR. THOMA: Yes, 

THZ FRESIDENT: Will you kindly say P3 if you mean 107-PS, 

DR, THCMA: Yes, I was going to add the U.S.A. Exhibit 
number, 107-Ps, 351-U.3.A.-- 

THS PRESIDENT: Well, I would rather have the PS number, if 
you will give me the PS number or whatever the numbers are as part 
of the exhibit number, 107-PS -- 
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DR. THOMA: Yes, 116-P3, 122-PS, 129-PS, 101-P35, 100-PS. 

THS PRESIDENT: I did not get those after 129-PS. 

DR. THOMA: 101-P3, 100-PS, 008, 064, 098, 073, 070. 

THS WITNESS: Ths number 107 is being used by the Prose- 
cution as proof of my persecution of the churches. This was a 
letter sent out by the Party Chancellory regarding the 
Reichsarbeitsdienst, (Reich Labor Service). 

In this circular on page one it is decreed that the prace’ 
tice of religious observance is to ba prohibited. I believe it 
was so decr2ed so that young people of a spiritual background 
who were brought into ths Labor Service in this way would be pre- 
vented from participating in religious and spiritual debates. 

On page 2 it says: 

"As little as it is the affair of the Reichsarbeitsdienst 
to forbid its individual members to have a church wedding or 
funeral, so definitely must the R2ichsarbetisdisnst avoid taking 


part, as an organization, in a festival which is strictly 


religious, that is, which excludes Germans of other beliefs." 


I consider this decree in strictest keeping with religious 
freedom for it meant that mambers of the Protestant faith could 
not be forced to attend a Catholic service and vice versa. I also 
felt that any members who did not prescribe to any religious de- 
nomination could not, on order of their organization, be forced to 
attend religious services. There, I cannot see that in this case 
we are concerned with religious persecution at all. 

Document 116-PS concerns itself with a letter of the 
Leader of the Reichsohancellory. It is sent to the Reich Minister 
for Science and Education. It is dated the 24th of January, 1939 
This document was submitted to me for my acknowledgement. 

It refers to correspondence between the two departments 
regarding the limitation of theological faculties at universities 
and it emphasized that the agreements or church concordats would 
have to be tak3n into considsration. Furthermore, a certain 


collaboration had to exist in th» entire higher educational system 


i NA 


as a comprehensive simplification was necessary. 
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In conclusion, it states that newly established areas of 
research such as research into race and into ancient cultures were 
to be given special consideration. I could s22 that after six 
years of National Sccialism new areas of research should be include: 
and should have special consideration. I thought that thay should 
have and I personally was interested in Seeing that the areas of 
Sociology and naturally the history of Germany and allied fields 
receive consideration, 

The same applies to Document l£Z-Ps, dated April, 1939. I 
do not need to go into this in detail. It sets forth similar 
views. The views are sət down by the Minister for @ducation and 


it emphasizes just what is to be done with theological faculties, 
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Document 129-PS is a letter of the Reich Church linister to a well-known 


German author, Dr. 3tadl who was especially interested in religious reform, In 
3 I y e 


this document the Reich Church Minister presents the view as to having a com- 


munity of religion which would affirm the National Socialist State and at the 
Same timc have the dircct support of the Reich Church Minister, 
in the preliminary intcrrogations a document of mine was submitted to me in 

this matter, a letter which I hed written to the Party Chanccllory and in which 
I expressed an Opinion about the sessions of the Church Congress, I said that a 
National Socialist Minister of Churches did not have the task of calling for a 
community of religion and he would appear to be in the sume position as that 
which holds true for me, If I had the intention of establishing a community of 
rcligion then I would have had to give up all my functions anc activities in the 
Party, That can be traced back to a point of view which I represented, The 
Minister of Churches as a National Socialist member was obligated to help rolig- 
ion but to be independent of all religions and denominations, 
Document lOl-P3, which I am passing to now, is a letter from the leader of 

the Party Chancellory, at that time the Staatsleiter and Deputy of the Fuehrer, 
wherein it is complained that denominational writing could be used to paralyze 
resistance of troops and he asked uy office or department to do Something to this 
effect, My answer was not ready. I never did give any opinion but my opinion 
has always been that it was not my task to publish religious articles in my 


official capacity but that, of course, it was up to cac! individual who had 


Something vital to say to put in writing, 


o 
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THE PRESIDENT: It should be De 157 

THE WITNESS: Yes, 

Document O72=PS is a letter of Bormann's to me in the matter 
of research into tho libraries of monasteries confiscated by the state, 
As far as the political reasons and motives for this act are concerned, 
I was never told about that; but I did hoar that the police was demande 
ing to take over tho rosonrch into this problon, This was a problom 
which brought about strong conflicts betwoen Himmler and me in these 
yoarse I considered it completely impossible that now research was to 
be brought under police control and that motivated mo. That is soon 
from Document: 071. Bormann took exception to this viow of mine, 

Document 072 gives tho answor of Bormann's to mo, in which 
he points out that Heydrich was insisting on continuing this research 
and said, "Tho scientifice treating of an ideological antagonist can 
only be carriod out in political and police positions," I considered 
this viow absolutely inpossibile and I protested against it,’ 

The statements I havo just mado aro tho most vital which I 
would like to mako to this wealth of documonts submitted to no. I ro- 
joctod giving out roligious writings or to publish catechisms through 
my offices I was always concornod with vohomeneo to represent what I 
considorod to bo a National Socialist position and view. But I did not 
consider my office a Spiritual police fico; but tho fact existod that 
tho Fuohror had charged Bormann with tho official representation as far 
&s church policy was concerned, 

My answor is lacking to all of thoso documents, and I do not 
rocall whothor I ensworod and replied to overything that was directed 
to mo or whother I gave these answors and roplies orally to Bormanne 
But since all of those answers are lacking, thc Prosecution has statod 
that both of us, thot is Bormann and I, had given instructions and 
docroos for roligious persecution anc hed persuaded othor Germans to 


participate in those religious porsocutionse 
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THE PRESIDENT: It should be Ds75? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, 

Document O72«PS is a letter of Bormannts to me in the matter 
of research into the libraries of monasteries confiscated by the states 
As far as the political reasons and motives for this act are concerned, 
I was nevor told about that; but I did hoar that the police was demande, 
ing to take over tho research into this problem. This was a problom 
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which brought about strong confl between Himmler and me in these 
years, I considered it completely impossible that now research was to 
be brought under police control and thet motivated mo, That is soon 
from Document: 071, Bormann took excoption to this view of mino, 

Document 072 gives the onswor of Bormani's to mo, in which 
he points out that Heydrich was insisting on continuing this rosoarch 

said, "The scientifico treating of an ideological antagonist can 
only bo carriod out in politicol and police positions," I considered 
this viow absolutely impossilble and I protostod against it, 

Tho statements I have just mado oro the most vital which I 
would liko to mako to this wealth of documents submitted to mo. I roe 
jected giving out religious writings or to publish catechisms through 
my offices I was always concornod with vohomoneo to represent what I 
considered to bo a National Socialist position and viow, But I did not 
considor my office a spiritual police offico; but tho fact existed that 
tho Fuchrer had charged Bormann with tho official representation as for 

church policy was concornod, 

My answer is lacking to all of those documents, and I do not 
rocall whothor I ensworod and replied to overything thet was directed 
to me or whother I gave these answers nnd replies orally to Bormanne 
But sinco oll of these answers aro lacking, thc. Prosecution has statod 
that both of us, thot is Bormann and I, had given instructions and 
docroos for roligious persecution anc hid porsuaded other Germans to 


participate in those religious porsocutions, 
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I would like to summarize and state às a basic principle that this was a 
problem of a thousand years duration between secular legislation and church 
power, and that many states lad taken measure. The churches verc always pro- 
testing. In recent years when we look at the laws of the French Government 

under the ministry of Compe, and when we look at the legal system of the Soviet 
Union, we see brochures and caricatures were given out, 

Lastly, I would like to say that in all things, even with the police, that 
the National Socialist State--I know that even to the end more than seven mill- 
ion Marks were given to the churches by the State, 

Q ‘fitness, the Party Chancellory Leader Bormann in subsuquent times was even 
more critical of you. hat gps the reason for the hostility betwuoen you and 
Bormann? Could it be that as far as church matters were concerned you were 
vastly more tolerant than Bormann himself? Could that be one of the reasons for 
your conflict with him? 

A That is rather hard to say. It is difficult for me to say just which 

applied, but this hostility was very deep, and it was shown in the end in 
local problems, But I did not realize just how deep our enmity was until later, 
I must, ofcourse, say that ina large movement many different temperaments and 


i 


many different, divergent views may exist, and I did not except myself from hav- 
ing shortcomings and faults which would b. criticized by others, I aid not be- 
lieve that differences of opinion could lead to a hostility of such proportions 


it would bring about an undermining of the official position of the oppo- 


and that they would have to necessarily lead to that, 


In the Third Reich, as far as religious services, especially on Sundays, 


were concerned, were these religious services limited in any 

A I cannot tell you that at this moment. As far as I know, as far as relig- 
ious scvices were concerned, it was never curtailud in Germany. lt was never 
denicd, 

Q 
you Document 1,015. In this document the most vital probl.ms are summarized, 
and I am referring to the document submitted by the French Prosecution, FA-1 in 
particular. How was it that this Einsatzstab, this Special Staff, was establish- 
ed? 


A The Prosecution contends that we were concerned here with a plan of long 
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range duration as far as the plundering of cult.ral treasures of other states 
was concerned, In reality the following was true: 

We were dealing with a rcason or decree which had not existed before. A coll- 
aborator of minu when the Germanctroops marchud into Paris, accompanied by a 
press delegation, noticed that Parisians wore returning, with the excuption of 
the Jewish population, so that all organization of this type was remaining be- 
hind and that the flats and living quarters of these leading pcrsonalitics were 
unoccupi.d. He suggested that a matter of research into rchives, and so forth 
should be insvituted, 

I reported to the Fuchrer on this fact and asked whether he wanted the carry- 
ing out of this suggestion and whether he could approve of: it. This letter of 
mine to the Fuehrer was submitted to me ina prelininary interrogation but was 


. 


not submitted to the High Tribunal by the Prosecution; ovon though the proof for 
the reason for this entire system is at hand, the Prosecution is still maintain- 
ing the idea of a long range plan. 

The order of the Fuchrer came out in the beginning of June 1940 in connection 
with the other archives, and the safe keeping and the transporting of these ob- 
jects of art was ducreed by the Fuchrer, 


ne 


Did you know as to which legal reasons Hitler believed to have 


moasuros? 
Yes, end I would -- 

THS PRESIDENT: Just one minute. I don't understand what 3 “re saying. Ari 
you saying that you made a suggestion to the Fuchr.r, and that there is proof of 
your letter making that suggestion and thet the Prosecution aro concealing 

Will you answer that question? Are you 
gesting tha y are concealing a proof of the suggestion which you made bs 
Fuchrer for this scheme of taking away Jewis property from Franc. :? 
THE WITNESS: Yes, I do not wish to say conceal, but J 
Submitter. cven though it was shown to me in a! preliminary hearing. 
May I add at this point, ur. President, £ would like to point out 
that I repo;atodly in my written proposals suggested that it would hav 


brought forth, since it was submitted to my client in the irilirin^ y hearings. 


THE PRESIDENT; Have you made any application for the docunont to be producwd* 


DR. THOMA: Yes, Mr. President. 
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THE PRESIDENT: When? 

DR. THOMA: I made several requests, 

THE PRESIDENT: ‘Well, the Tribunal is quite unaware of having turned down any 
such request. Let me soe the written request. 

DR. THOMA: Yes. 

TH) PRESIDENT: It probably isn't a matter of vory great importance. 
wanted to know what the witness was talking about. 

DR. THOMA: 

THE PRESIDINT: Very well, you can go on in the mean time, 

THE "ITNZSS: Of course it wes clear that we were concerned with an cxtraord- 
inary problem, an unusual problem, and I cid not talk about this matter with thc 
military administration but went directly to the Fuuhrcr so that I could get his 
opinion. ut I believe it can be understood that we were interested in going 
into historical resvarch 2s to different organizations and how these organiza- 
tions had taken a position in this problem, Some very prominent personalities 
werc working in this direction, 

I romembered that many works of art, which in past times had been taken from 
Germany despite the agreement of 1815, had not been returned to Germany for 
many, many dvucades, 

Finally, I remembered a measure which in 1914 to 1918 was recognized by the 
Allics through the Hague Convention, 4t that period a certain category of 
German citizcns--that was the racial Germans abroad, forcign countries, occupied 
countries and colonivs--thcir property was confiscated, and later they received 
no reparations, no compensations, The value of all of this confiscated property 
was 25 billion Reichsmerks, 

In the peace dictates of Versailles, Germany was igea t i assurance 
and to compensate these pcople who had property confiscated and to set up a 
special fund for this purpose, 

The chief French Prosccutor declared that the Versailles Treaty was on the 
basis of the Hague Convention, and is rusting on that basis, Therefore, I drew 
the conclusion that tnis masure against a certain category of citizens was 


taking place and was justified, 
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During the preliminary hearing, I was asked about the legal hypotheses and 
started to point out the legal bases, but I was interrupted with the remark 
that we were not concerned with that problem at the timee In the record of this 
interrogation which the French prosecution presented here, it may be seen that 
I said yes -- 

THE PRESIDENT: We are not concerned with the interrogations until 
the interrogations are put in evidencee These interrogations haven't been 
put in evidence yete You can give your explanations of them if they are put 
to you in cross examination. 

HE WITNESS: lir. President, this document, was referred to here and 
the German translation may be found, although not exactly verbatim, as a 
part of the French files. 

DR. THOMA: ifr. President, the defendant wishes to say that from the 
beginning he pointed out that the Treaty of Versailles, Article 279, may 
be a legal parallele He wanted to say that he did not invent that later 
on, but that he held that view right from the beginning. 

THE PRESIDENT: Dr. Thoma, all I was pointing out to hin was that the 
various interrogations which have taken place very likely are not in 
evidence, Of course, if he is referring to interrogations which have been 
put in evidence -- but is he? 

DR. THOMA: | Yes. This is FA-16. That was submitted, Mr. President. 

THE WITNESS: The record of the other interrogations was not 
submitted, but this special -- 

THE PRESIDENT (Interposing): Just a momente If he is referring to 
an interrogation which has been put in evidence, it must have an exhibit 
number, 

DR. THOMAS I have the record in the document book, and it is known 
as FA-16. 


THE RESIDE If he is referring to an exhibit, no doubt he can do 


I would like to rectify an error in translation. I 


did not say, "Yes, it is true I remember that this measure was taken," but 


I did say I thought of it, I contemplated it. That is to say, i had 


thought of it prior to that time, not at the moment. 
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When I received the translation which I had not seen prior to that 
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tine, I saw thate 

As far as Docunent 1058-PS is concerned, in order not to take up 
valuable tino I would like to point to just a few vital spots in the report 
of hO-lli« On page 2 it is referred to that the origin was determined, and 
on page 3 we soo that the inventory taking was to bo done in a scientific 
and conscicntious manner, that & restoration shop was to be put up so that 
any danago was to be prevented. 

At the end I would like to add this, because these words seen inport- 
ant to no since the Soviet prosocution has mentioned the treating of 
cultural objects by the Einsatzstab in the occupied countries of the East. 
The report stated, and I quote, under the title "Work in the Occupied 
Eastern Regions": 

"Tho activity of the special staff was limited to a scientific and 
photographic repreduction of public collections, their safeguarding in 
collaboration with military and Soviet officers, Then, several hundred 
of the nost valuable Russian icons, soveral hundred pdntings of the 19th anc 
18th centuries, pieces of furniture, from castles, were put in safckeeping 
with the help of some troops, and they were brought to the Reich for 
safekeeping." 

I wanted to point cut by this that tho Einsatzstab in the East did 
not transport any objects of art to the Reich, but Wen the areas were 
ovacuated, as nay be seen fromthe domwments, these objects were 
transported, during battle, into the rear regions farther and farther back, 
and sone of thon were taken into the Reich for safekeeping s 

From the same document I would like to point to a letter of the 5th of 
July 1942, a letter from the leader of the Reichschancellorye This 
document deals with the accusaticn by the Polish Government that the 
transporting of Polish works of art was concentrated in my special staff 
in Berline I will return to this special Polish accusation. I am just 
pointing to the paragraph in the letter which says that the Fuehrer had 
decreed that some libraries of the Eastern region were to be confiscated, 
but that the Government General was not included in that decree. 

Furthermore, I would like to point to the decree of the Reichsminister 


for the occupied Eastern countries on the 20th of August 19,1 to the 


n 3 1 Y^ Saar 
Reichsk ommissare 
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DR. THOMA: What page? 

THE WITNESS: Page 2 of this document, Toward the end it says =- 

THE PRESIDENT: What document are you talking about now? What 
document number? 

THE WITNESS: I'm sorry, but the copy I have is not marked in red and 
I am referring to the document which I had at hand. I believe it is at the 
end of page 1 of Document 1015-PS, There is no special letter given. It 
is just a circular letter dated the 7th of April 192. 

THE PRESIDENT: I only want to get this clear. What I took down was 
that he was referring to a decree of the 20th of August 191. 

THE WITNESS s I beg your pardon, It is the 20th of August. 

DR. THOMAS The 20th of August, that is correct, and the year is 
1941. It is page 78 of Document Book 2, at the end of the page. 

THE WITNESS: "T request that you specifically prohibit the removal 
of cultural goods of any kind from your Reich Comissariat by any agencies 
whatsoever without your approval, Everything of the seized cultural goods 
which remains in the Reich Commissariat Ostland and which may be 
eventually utilized for research work in the Higher School rust come under 
a later regulatione I request that you inform your subordinated General 
and District Cormissioners of this directivee The national administration 
of museums, libraries, etc., regardless of the right of inspection and 
inventory by the Special Purpose Staff, remains unaffected by this 


directivo, 
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Later, I would like to refer back to this quotation, regarding an 
accusation by the Soviet Prosecution as far as Esthonia and Lithuania 
are concerned. 

BY DR, THOMA: 


Q 


~~ 


Let us pass to the next point, 
A I have not finished, for I om accusod most unfairly in this 


direction, ond I would like to refer to 2 second directive for the Mini- 


stor of the Occupied Eastern Terrítoráos, dated tho 7th of April 1942, 


where, at the ond, under I, the sono principle I hava just rond is ro- 
iterated. It is in Document Book 2, page 94, Everyone is told not to 
tako independent action. 

Under II, it says verbatim == and I quoto: 

"In special oxceptional casos, immodiato measures of securing 
or romoval of items to a safe placo can bo carricd out in order to evade 
danger threntening (Cege danger of collapse of buildings, enemy action, 
climatic influences, etce)e In all cases, immediate written notification 
of my Special Purpose Staff must take places" 

I should like to return to the accusation of the Soviet Gov- 
ernmont, Whon Docunont O76-PS was read, it said that there was novor 
any dinwctivo for the securing of cultural good, but proofs do exist as 
I have just quoted tw times. 

Further, I would like to refer to ùn directive by the Reich- 
minster for tho Occupicd Eastorn Countries to the staff leader of tho 
Einsatzstabe This is a documont of tho 3rd of October 1941, I again 
call his attontion to the documents which I have just read. 

Furthermore, I would like to call your attention to a decroo 
of the Supreme Command of tho Army in September of 1942, which was in 
ogroonont with the  Roichninster for Lastom Occupied Countries. Hero 
also it says ot the ond, under I,-- 

Q That is page 89 of the document book? 

THE PRESIDENT: Which is that? September 142? 

THE TITNESS: The 30th of September, 

HE PRESIDENT; Yes, I have got thate Vhat about the one of 


Octobor 141? Whore is that? 
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October 141? 
PRESIDENT: October #41, 
WITNESS: That was the 9rd of Octobor 1941. 
PRESIDENT: Do you know there it is, Dr.Thoma? 
DR. THOMAs It is contained in Document 1015-PS, which is 
U 84-85, but it may bo that this documont is not listed. In my docunont 
I connot locato it nt prosont, but it belongs to 1015-PS which was 
submittod in its ontircty, 
IHE WITNESS: And tho ordor of tho 30th of Septenbor 1942 says, 
undor Is 
"Disrogarding oxcoptional casos, in which the safeguarding 
of ondengorod werks of culture is urgonty its place of temporary locate 
ion is to bo sought on tho Spot, For this purpose, according to tho 
mutual agreement between tho Supreme Command of the Army General Staff 
d' tho II/G on, Que and the Speci al Purpose Staff of Reichsleiter 
Rosenborg, tho following authoritics have been granted to the lattors: 
"ce To conceal or to safeguard in the operational area of 
tho East for tho protection acainst damage or destruction, also such 
works of culturo which do not fall undor paragraph b, especially art 
treasures of museuns," 


At the end of this directive, it says, under IV: 


x 
Y 


"Indopondont from tho missions of t Special Purpose Staff 
of Roichsloitor Rosonberg according to Section I, 8, b, o, the troops 
and all military units located in tho operational area nro immediately 
te be notified to proservo if possible veluable art monuments and to 
&ovo thom from destruction or damages" 

I boliovo I am obligated and duty-bound to prove, but very 
briefly, that as far as my Special Purpose Staff and the military office 
woro goncorned, unequivocal directivos nnd orders were issued for the 
protoction of valuablo art objects, even in these bitter battles, the 
objects of art of tho Polish, Ukranian, and Whito Ruthenian poople, 

BY DR. THOMA: 
Q Mre Rosonberg, do you know that Hitlor and Goering rocoivod 
sono of tho objocts pf art which woro concentrated in France? What was 
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A In general, the Fuehrer had decreed, and this order was 
transmitted by Keitel; and it was pointed out that the Fuchrer would 
decide alone, himself, that he would make the decision. 

I do not wish to dispute in any wy that I had the hope that a large 
part of these objects of art would remain in Germany, since, in the course 
of time, many German cultural works of art had been destroyed by bombing 
attacks, especially in the West, These works of art were to be a basis 
for later negotiations. 

Reichsmarshal Goering supported the wrk of the Special Purpose 
Staff, on the special directive of the Fuehrer, and when ^ number of these 
works of art were earmarked by Goering for his collection, I was, I must 
say frankly--as it says in the record--a little uneasy, because, with this 
directive, I had a certain responsibility. I had signed my name, and I 
had taken over responsibility for the confiscated objects. Iwas, 
therefore, obligated to catalog-them in their entirety, to save them, and to 

ave them ready for a final disposition. Therefore, I directed my 
deputy to make a complete list of those things which the Reichsmarshal, 
at the approval of the Fuehrer, was taking for his collection. 

I knew that Reichsmarshal Goering intended to give this collection to 
the German Reich and not to keep it as part of his private inheritance, 

In the record which was produced and rend by the French prosecution, 
I must say that there is a regrettable error to be found, It says that I 


had been uneasy because Reichsmarshal Goering had taken these works of art. 


In German, the term "entwendent" used means "unjustly" or "illegally" or 


"embezzled", However, what I said was "verwendent", which means 
"utilized", and there is a difference. 
DR. THOMA: Mr. President, I would like to call to your attention the 
fact that the French used the work "detourne", which means "embezzled". 
THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal will adjourn now, 


(A recess was taken) 
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BY DR. THOMA: 

Q I now turn to the Action Moebel, in France, and for that purpose 
I am showing the defendant document 001, in volume 2 of the French 
document book, and I am asking the defendant to state his views. 

(The document was submitted to the witness.) 

A The document OOl-PS contains, at the beginning, information to 
the effect that in the East the accommodation problem and conditions had 
been so dreadful that I was asking for consideration as to whether 
unoccupied Jewish flats in France, and parts of their equipment, should be 
used for that purpose. This suggestion was taken up by the Chief of the 
Reich Chancellery on the 31st of September, 1941, and conceded in a decree 
issued by order of the Fuchrer, 

In the course of the increasing bombardment in Germany I considered 
that I no longer could take responsibility for this, and thus I made a 
suggestion that this furniture should be placed at the disposal of bombing 
victims in Germany--which amounted to more than 100,000 people in certain 
towns--so that first help would be given to them. 

In the report of Action M in the French document book, it states, in 
the 7th paragraph, how the confiscation was carried out: that these 
deserted apartments were sealed; thot they remained senled for a lengthy 
period, so that any possible claims were waited for, and that only then was 
the transport of the articles to Germany carried out. 

I am aware here that this, no doubt, must have been serious 
interference with private property, but here agnin, in connection with 
previous thoughts, I had thought of the homeless millions of Germans. 

I want to emphasize in this connection that I was well informed 
regarding the fact that, in a book of considerable size, flats, their 
owners, nnd the main contents in the way of furniture, had been laid down 
in detail, so that, at a later date, there would be a basis for any 


possible negotiations. 
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In Germany the matter was handled in such a way that those people who 
suffered damage through bombing, with regard to these furnishings which 
were placed at their disposal, and household goods as well, had to pay 
for them, ond these supplies made to them were deducted from the claims 
which they had against the state. That money was paid into a sp cial 
fund administered by the minister of finance. 

The document here--001-PS--contains under No. 2 a suggestion which 
I myself consider n serious implication against me. This is a suggestion 
that on the strength of four murders committed against Germans in France 
not only Frenchmen should be shot as hostages, but that Jewish citizens 
also were to be held responsible. I should like to say that these 
shootings of hostages, since they were to be announced locally, were 
considered by me as being justified in a war under certain special 
circumstances, since the fact that the armed forces were carrying out such 
things appeared to me to be the result of a natural legal investigation, 
particularly since these things were taking place in the territory and 
with reference to a state with which the German Reich had signed an 
armistice. | 

Secondly, this happened during o period of excitement, due to the war 
which had just broken out with the United States of America, ond there were 
thoughts of the report from the Polish Ambassador, Count Potowski, dated 
the 50th of January, 1939, which the Tribunal has forbidden to be read. 

In spite of that, I must say that this suggestion is considered by 
me to be a personal injustice and recognized as such, but that looking at 
it from the legal point of view I would like to point out that in the 
document 1015-PS, under letter Y, there is a letter from the chief of the 
Reichschancellery, which is dated December $1, 1941, nnd in which it says 
in a note for the files, dated 18 December 1941: 

"This has been reported to the Fuehrer. The Fuchrer has concerned 
himself with the suggestion under 1 and has stated his principal agreement. 
A copy of that part of the file note will deal with the use of Jewish 
furniture, and it has been submitted to the chief of the supreme command 


of the armed forces and the Reich Commissioner for the occupied Netherlands, 
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together with a letter attached hereto in copy." 

In this manner, as far as point 1 is concerned, this has been 
accepted, and it has been silently though emphatically stated that point 
2, with reference to the suggestion, is turned down, which means that the 
whole suggestion had no tgal consequences. Later on I referred again to 
this suggestion, and I must say that I had forgotten all about it until 
it was put before me once againe 

Q I now turn to the subject "Minister for the Occupied Eastern 
Territories”. The Defendant is anxious thot he may define his attitude 
to Molotov's note that he, the Defendant, was a Czarist spy, since this 
affects his personal character. I therefore ask the Defendant whether he 
has at any time had connection to the Czarist police. 

A No. 

GENERAL RUDENKO: Mr. President, in the Indictment which has been 
presented to the Defendant Rosenberg no point incriminates him of having 
been a Czarist spy. Therefore, we consider that this question is irrelevant 

DR. THOMA: The Molotov reports have been submitted to the Tribunal, 
and in that way they have been introduced in evidence. Consequently, I 
think that I may be permitted to put that question. 

THE PRESIDENT: He has answered in the negative alreacy, so you can 
pass from it, can't you? It has formed no part of the THViebment- 

DR. THOMA: Yos. 

BY DR. THOMA: 

When did you learn that you had 
occupied eastern territories or 
and what reasons were given you 

A May I state in connection with *his thas 5t the very beginning 
of April, os far as I can remember it was ih: 21d of April, 1941, the 
Fuchrer called me in the morning ond explained to me that he regarded a 
military clash with the Soviet Union as unavoidable. The reasons he 
quoted were two: firstly, the military occupation of Rumanian territory-- 
that is to say, Bessarabia and North Bucovina; and, secondly, the long 


existing considerable increase in the strength of the Red Army along the 
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line of demarcation and in Soviet Russian territory altogether. These 
matters, he said, were go clear that he had given the corresponding 
military orders and that in every shape and form did he want to include me 
as a military advisor. Thus I was facing an accomplished fact, and any 
attempt even to discuss the matter was countered by the Fuchrer with the 
remark that the orders had been given and that nothing could be altered 

in the matter, so that I consequently told the Fuchrer in that case I wish 
the best of luck to the German armed forces and I am at your disposal for 
this political advice which you desire, 

Immediately afterwards I called a meeting of my nearest officials, 
since I didn't know whether the military events would be taking place very 
Soon or later on. discussed the possible treatment of the political 
problems end possible measures which may have to be taken in connection 
with the territories to be occupied in the east. We made a number of 
drafts, which have been submitted in this courtroom, and on the 20th of 
April I received a temporary task, which was the forming of a central 
department for the treatment of the eastern questions and the order to get 
into touch with the corresponding leading departments in the Reich in the 
matter, 

Q The instructions which were given to the defendant Rosenberg 
after he was nominnted--which he drafted, rather--I should like to submit 
them to the Defendant. And I have yet another request to the Tribunal 
These instructions appear in their photostatic copy as being crossed out 
and bearing a number of remarks, and I have the request therefore that the 
Tribunal would take personal cognizance cf the photostatic copies so that 
it can be seen how these instructions have been crossed out. I think the 
actual documents have been submitted to the Tribunal. 

A May I refer to these documents--1017, 1029 -- 

THE PRESIDENT: They have already been put in evidence? 
DR. THOMA: Yes, they have been put in. 
May I ask you, Defendant, to state the exhibit numbers. 


I had just mentioned the PS number. 
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Q What is the USA number? 

A There is 1028, which has the USA number 273; whereas document 
1080 has the USA’ number 144, The other documents do not seem to have a 
USA number. 

Q 1017 is USA 142; 1028 is USA 213; 1029 is USA 105; and 1020 
is USA 144, 

A In addition I should like to state .- 

Q They are contained in the special document book for the Defendant 
Rosenberg. 

A I state in this connection that these are provisional drafts, 
and according to a statement which is contained in tho upper left-hand 
corner they originate from the end of April to the beginning of May. 
These provisional drafts did not go out at all, but as they are now 
crossed out and bear certainwritten remarks in the m^rgin they contain 
statements regarding those points which were later on not pissed by the 
Fuehrer. So that for that reason alone, particularly referring to the 


Ukraine, they couldn't have been sent out. 
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The actual first instructions which went out to the Reich Commissars in the 


Eastern Countries and the Ukraine, after the Ministry for the Occupied Eastern 


Territories had been formed, are unfortunately not available. They haven't 


been found so that unfortunately I cannot refer to them. 

Q On the 20th of July 194l, that is to say, one day before the out- 
break of the war against Russia, you have made a speech regarding all these, 
concerning the Eastern problems. I am sure you have extracts from that 
Speech. It is 10580-PS, USA 1h7. 

THE PRESIDENT: 1058, was it? 

DR. THOMA: Yes, 

THE WITNESS: This is a document from which the prosecution has quoted 
one Single paragraph repeatedly and this is a lengthy impromptu speech made 
before those who were interested in Eastern problems and who had been given 
corresponding parts and I would like to state in that connection, that it 
was my obvious duty to reflect on which political measures would have to be 
Suggested so as to avoid that the German Reich would every twenty-five years 
have to fight for its existence in the East and I should like to say, and 
emphasize before I go any further, that the matters which have been stated by 
me in a confidential speech do not correspond in any way with the statements 
made by the Soviet Prosecution; namely, that I was in favor of a systematic 
liquidation of the Slavic peoples. 

I do not wish to occupy the Tribunal's time by reading too much but 
perhaps I may read some paragraphs to justify myself. It says in paragraph 2: 

"Originally, Russian history was an entirely continental affair. 200 
years they lived under the yoke and they were predominantly turning to the 
East. The Russian traders and hunters have gone to the East as fer as the 
Urals; some have gone to Siberia and the colonization of Siberia is no doubt 
one of the greatest deeds of the history of the world." I think that this 
might underline my attitude of respect towards that historic achievement in 
the East, The next paragraph states: "This means the aim of Germany is the 
freedem of the Ukrainian people. This must be made a political point of our 
program, In what form and to what extent a Ukrainian State can be formed 


later, that is something which one cannot discuss now, In that connection, 
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great care must be employed; the literature regarding Ukrainian struggles must 
be cultivated so that the consciousness of the Ukrainian people regarding the 
history can be revived. A university could be founded in Kiev; technical 
high schocls should be constructede The Ukrainian language should be 
furthered." 

I have quoted this so that by means of a document, I can prove that it 
was not my intention to destroy the culture of these peoples in 

In the following paragraph, I have pointed out that it was important, con- 
sidering that there were 4O million people in the Ukraine, that in the course 
of the years, they should voluntarily cooperate and that should be gained 
for the purpose. 

In the following paragraph, I refer to the eventual occupation of tne 
Caucasian territories and this is the verbatim quotati: 
the end of this solution to create a Caucasian National State. 
have to find another solutioa which can be brought about with Germany to that 
extent, that these people may ask Germany to support their cultural and 
national existence and security." Her-, too, the wish for their destruction 
cannot be found. 

Then comes the point which has been raised by the American Prosecution 
and has been described as a particularly serious incriminating factor. It 
is the so-called colonization and the German property abroad. This para- 
graph is worded as follows: 

"Quite apart from all these problems, there is the question which is of 
an equally general nature and which we must all tnink about; 
that area have worked for hundreds of years. The result of that work, 
amongst others, is considerable real estate property. The property con- 
fiscated in the Baltic countries can bc compared with the size of East- 
Prussias the entire real estate area of the Black Sea was as great at 
Wuerttemberg, Baden and Alsace together, In the Black Sea area more land 
was cultivated than there was ploughed up in Great Britain. These comparisons 
must make it clear to us that the Germans there have not been idle or have 


exploited the nation but that they have done creative work and the outcome, 
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the result of that work is German National Property, without any reference 
to any earlier individual owners, Just how that may one day be compensated, 
that cannot yet be mentioned but starting here, a legal basis will be and 
can be created," 

I wish to quote this so that later on, when we deal with the agricultural 
subjects, particularly in the commissar area in the East where, in spite of 
these thoughts, the 700-year German property which was not reinstituted but 
handed to the Estonians and Lithuanians by law, must be referred to. 

In a later paragraph it states: "We must declare in this connection 
that we are not enemies of the Russian people --- 

THE PRESIDENT: Are you still reading from 1058-PS? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. I continue to quote the following paragraph: "We 
must declare in this connection, that we are not by any means enemies of the 
Russian people, We, all of us, who knew the Russians earlier, knew that the 
individual Russian as a person is an extremely pleasant and cultured person 
who has not got the same character and backing as the Western Europeans do. 
"The fight for a reorganization, and continue openly in the sense of a 
national self determination of the peoples," 

I shall save the Tribunal from listening to the end. I shall come to 
that in detail verbally, I made that speech fully convinced that after my 
introductory remarks which I had made to the Fuehrer about the subject, that 
he must have agreed in principle. I did not know, and he did not tell me, 
that other military and police orders had gone out, otherwise it would have 
been practically impossible for me -- and particularly in Heydrich!s presence, 
who was there --— to make a speech which appeared to be contrary to the ten- 
dencies Himmler and Heydrich held, as we heard them from the documents here; 
and as far as the point is concerned, which has been quoted by the prosecution 
from this document, I have to say the following: From amongst men working in 
the Four Year Flan, I gathered from that, from the events of an occupation of 
the industrial region and in the event of far-reaching destruction through 
battle, large-scale industries could not possibly continue to work but that 
one might have to rely on a number of key-industries -- that, by necessity, 


would mean considerable unemployment, 
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In addition to that it was not clear how considerable the require- 


ments for market goods would be in the East and what the general 


food situation would be and what might have to be done due to the 
blockade and in the interests cf German food supplies. This was 
the prerequisite for the remark that under certain circumstances 
an inersased evacuation of Russian territories might be necessary 
where the industrial workers might become increasingly unenployed 
and in connection therewith I should state at once that I am re- 
ferring to th» document 1056, which contains the first directives 
from the Ministry for Eastern Affairs and which deals in particulari 
with food supplies for the population and which was made a particu- 
lar duty for the Réich commissars, 

Q On July 17, 1941 ana by decree of the Fuohrer you were 
appointed to the Reich Minister for the Administration of Nowly 
Occupied Territories. On the preceding day there was a conference 
between Hitler, Keitel, Goering and Lammers, during which you 
stated your program of administration. I refer to the document 
Le-221, U.S.A. Exhibit 217. It is On page 123 in Rosenberg's docu- 
m2nt book two -- page 123, 

A This document, which appears to refer to a summary ree 
cord taken by Bormann, has, of course, been read in this Court 
four or five times. During that meeting I haa actually not intende 
to state a large scale program, this meeting having actually been 
called for the purpose of resolving the wording of the intended 
Fuehrer decrae, referring to the administration of the occupied 
territories and for the purpose of giving all persons concerned the 
possibility to state their views on that subject. 

I was, apart from that, considerably occupied with a number 
of personal questions which I was going to report to ths Fushrer, 

I was surprised, tharefore, when the Fuchrer passionately and at 
considerable length commenced to make a lengthy statement and made 
a number of unsuspected statements to me regarding the policy to be 
employed in the fast. I was under the impression that the Fushrer 
himself was under the influence of the unsuspectedly Strong rearmae 


m3nt on the part of the Soviet Union and the hard struggle which 
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was going on against the Red Armies. That apparently was the cause 
for soma of the statements made by the Fuehrer to which I may per- 
haps refer at the ende 

In the presence of the other witnesses I countered the 
unsuspected statements of the Fuchrer and talked against them and 
perhaps I may read from the record the following passages which 
have not been read out from the original document on page four: 

"Reichsleiter Rosenberg emphasizes that in accordance with 
his views the Kommissariat would carry out a different treatment of 
the population. In the Ukraine we would have to take care of the 
cultures. We must revise the historical conscicnsce of the Ukraine 
and found a university at Kiev and the like. The Reich Marshall 
makes ths counter-statement that we have to think first of securing 
our food situation, everything else could come much later. 

"(Incidental ouestion: Is there still anything like an 
educated class in the Ukrai or are upper-class Ukrainians rather 
to be found only as emigrants outside present day Russia?) 

"Rosenberg continues that there were certain independence 
movements in the Ukraine which deserved promotion." 

Then follows on page five a quotation of the intentions of 

says, and I quote; 
tine thc Crimea, including a considerable 

hinterland, situated north of ths Crimea, should become Reich 
territory; the hinterland should be as large as possible. 

"Rosenberg conplains about this because of the Ukrainians 
living there, 

"(Incidental questica again from Bormann: It has appeared 
Le m» scveral times tuat Rosenberg has a soft spot for the 
Ukrainians, thus he dosirss to enlarge the former Ukraine to a con- 
Siderable extent,” 

Thus there is evidence that I have arzued on the side of th 
strengthening of the knowledge which I had and tried to persuade 


the Fuehrer to agrae to the same points which I made in my speech 
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. On tha 20th of January, 1941, before the heads of the service 
departments concerned. 

l The further contents of the document prove that the Reich 
Marshal in particular was interested in appointing the former 
Gauleiter Koch and thet I opposed this candidate since I was afraid 
that Koch, in accordance with his temperament, might Quickly diso- 
bay my directives being as far removed fron the Reich as he would 
be. But, in connection with that request I could not have known 
that Koch by disob3ying my diractivas would go as far as occurred 


latar on and I should 
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Article 7 rules that the Reich Commissioners will bo responsible 
to the Reich Minister and will receive instructions exclusively from 
him in cases where Article 3 is not applicable; that is the Paragraph 
9 which refers to the Commanders of tho Armed Forcos and tho Chief of 
the Gorman polices 

Article 9 states that tho Reich Commissioners aro rosponsiblo for 
tho entire administration of their civilian territory. I quoto tho 
following paragraph: 

"As long as military oporations oro in progress, tho ontiro roile 

and postal arrangements must be under tho jurisdict 
es concornode" 

Article 10 states thot it is eduty of the Re Minister of the 
Occupied Eastern Territories, vho quoted a: ing a rosident in Berlin, 
to, in the interest of the Reich, coordinsto his vå shes t: O of 
other supremo nuthoritios ho Reicig i that, in tho event of diffor- 
ences of opinion, a decision from. tho Fuchror must be sought. 

I need not quote the Fuohror Decree to tho Commanders of tho Armed 
Forcos to the Tribunal since it is suffic ently clear what we ore 


cerned with, nor the decree regarding the powers of the plenipotentiary 


2 


for the Four Year Plan, dat o 29th of June *41, in which stated 


thet the plenipotentiary for the Four Year Plan, that is Reichmarshall 
G ooring, has jurisdiction over all civilian and military departments and 
can given them instructions on matters of decisive importance. However, 
for the judgment of the entire legal suggestions in this connection and 
the consequences which arose from at lator on, is the decree of tho 
Fuchror regarding the security to bo achieved b: the police in the Eastern 
Territorios of July 17, 1941, It says undor :S follows, and I quoto: 
"The police security in tho nowly occupied Eastern Territorios is a 
matter for tho Reichsfuchror SS and Chiof of the German Polico," 
This Paragraph I without any limits rulos on tho ontiro security 
situation in the Eastern Territorios which como undor the jurisdiction 
of tho Roichsfuehror SS, who in that manner, noxt to tho Roichninstor of 


occupied Eastorn Territorios and alongside of tho plenipotentiary for tho 
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Four Year Plan, becomes the third independent central department and 
independent of the Reich in Berlin, with the result that tho Ministers 
for Eastern Territories in his ministry did not have a Security or a 
Police Department in Berlin nor could he instal one. 

Under II it states that the Reichsfuchrer SS is authorized, apart 
from tho obvious instructions he would give to his police, to issuo 
directives to the civilian Reich Commissioners directly and that ho 
is instructed that orders of politically great significance should 
transmitted through the Ministers for the Eastern Territorics, being 
then that it concerned prevention ox an immediate threat and dangere 
This worry gave the practical possibility to the Reichsfuehrer of the 
SS to make his own decision as to whether ho considered it of political 
importance or not and when his orders with reference to prevention of 
any threats were concerned, 

Paragraph III is of considerable importance, since the quotation of 
Document 1056, on page 2,058 of tho G orman record of the »rocoedings, 
have indicated to tho Tribunal that there must be the impression that 
the Minister for Eastern Territories had units of the SS under his 
command in Eastern Territories, On thd other hand, it ppears from 
Paragraph I, which I have just quoted, that this is incorrect, But, in 
spite of that, a wording which is often used in connection with the 


powers of the SS has led to this misunderstanding: 


under III of tho Police Security Gg and I quote as follows: 


"For the carrying out of police security each Reich Commissioner 
' 


and Police Leader who vll directly and 
personally subordinate to the Reich Commissioner, Leaders of tho 
the Police will bo attached to the ronoral commissioners, the chief and 
the aroa commissioners, vho will be subordineted to thom directly and 
personally." 

Dre Lammers, who had the task of drafting this decree, had replied, 
upon being asked, that the reason why this wo rding was chosen was that 
they meant that the civilian Reich Commissioner could give instructions 
to the police in political matters, iat that the choice of the wrds 


"personally and immediate subordinate" indicated that the actual giving 
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of orders was exclusively a matter for the Chief of the German Police, 
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And, as for as I know, Himmler insisted particularly strongly in this 


wording since it gave tho impression to the outside and to the population 


that the Roich commissioner was achieving a certain unified administrate 
ion, whereas, oven legelly and in practice, the power to issue orders 
bypassed the civilian administration and arrangements existed betweon 


Heydrich and the General 





ace NN 


Quartermaster of the Army, which are facts which I heard for the first tine 
during this trial. Just how these rx 5ters developed and just how orders and 
powers for the replies were worded, : only heard here. 

The other decrees deal with the Reichskommissariat themselves, and I dm! 
t believe that I need quote them to the Tribunal. They are merely the conti- 
nuation and consequences of the former decree. I should merely like to refer 
to the Laimers' decree.of the .9th of-February 194.2, which refers to industry 
and armament. I point out that, duc to later wishes stated by other authori- 
ties in the Reich, the departments for technique and propaganda which had 
existed in the Eastern Ministry were transferred from there and attached to 
the corresponding ministries, This was done in a way that Minister Speer used 

his representatives in the Kommissariat and liaison officers just as the 
transport minister stated that propaganda instructions had to be issued by 
the Minister for Eastern Torritorios; whereas, in practice, the matters were 
left to the Minister for Propaganda, 

I think you should have to be a little briefer, 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, the Tribunal hopes you will, 

Q The most important thing in the whole matter is the juridiction of 
the Police Leader and the SS, in addition to that, your relationship to the 
general plenipotentiary for labor, What was the channel of subordination in 
this connection? Was Sauckel entitled to give you instructions? 

A The authority the plenipotentiary for tho Four Year Plan had recei- 
ved from the Fuehrer are clear-cut; and the Fuehrer Decree of the 21st of Miach, 
THE PRESIDENT: The question was :" Was Sauckel entitled to give you 
instructions?" You began to tell us 2bout the Four Year Plan. I am sure you 

can answer that question directly, 

A (Continuing) Tho general plenipotentiary for the employment of labor 
had the right to give instructions to all authorities in the Reich, and that 
included the Minister for the occupied Eastern Territories, 

Q That's enough. Were you entitled to tell the eich Commissioner Koch 
that tho quotas of laborers which were required could no longer be fulfilled, 
yes or no? 

A I couldn't do that as easily as that since the plenipotentiary for 
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'ofinito quotas by the Fuehror, and when these 
> me =- and that was always the case -- I would 
wtumbiary and his representatives and have cone 
atives of the Eastern Military iinistry 
2 bearable size; and tho reduction of these 


quotas did, in f: many such conferences. 
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In spite of that, however, the quotas were very high indeed. 

MR, DODD: This defendant continues to make a speech. The question 
was very simple. He was asked whether he was entitled to tell the Reich 
Commissioner Koch that the quotas of laborers which were required could not 
be filled. He has now had three minutes, and I'm sure that he will take 30 
minutes if he's allowed to go one He should be kept to all elements 
surrounding that questione 
BY DR, THOMA: 

Q Witness, I must emphasize yr. Do "E io I have asked 
you whether you were entitled to tell the Reich Commissioner Koch that the 
quotas of laborers which were required could not be filled. Will you 

yes or no? 

answer, in that case, is no. 

you, nevertheless, do so on one occasion, that he should use 
his rights and his powers? Yes or no? 

Yes, id that in a letter to the General Plenipotentiary for 

Labor and the document has been presented in court. It is dated December 
1942, and in that letter, it was my duty to draw his attention to a number 
of events and I requested him urgently to do what he could so that these 
events which had occurred woul ceases 

Q May I ask you to refer to this question of labor very briefly on 
the strength of the available documents. They are documents which have 
been presented by the United States. 016-PS, 017-PS, O18-PS, C15-PS, 
O14-P3, 204-PS, 265-PS, and OS1-PS,. And think you can be brief about 
all these documents since you are talking about your own affairs, 

THE PRESIDENT: Are they in the document book? 

THOMA: They are in the USA document book. The special 
book Rosenberg. The document 016-PS is contained therein. 


WITNESS: It is a letter from the General Plenipotentiary dated 


the 24th of April, and addressed to me, in which he states his program. 


It has been referred to by the Prosecution repeatedly, and I would like to 


refer you to two points which refer to it, 
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1 


It states in this program under Prisoners-of-War and Foreign 
Laborers verbally: 

"To us Germans, it has always been a matter of course that as far as 
the beaten enemy is concerned, who has been our hardest and toughest 
opeonent but who has been captured, that we must refrain from any cruelty 
ond unnecessary difficulties. We must treat then correctly and humanly, 
even if we must expect from him a reasonable output." 

And then it says, on page 13, in paragraph 5: 

"Por the Russian campaign too, and for that reason, there must be 
the greatest care that the principles of German cleanliness, orderliness, 
nnd hygiene are observed," 

That, as far as I was concerned, was the decisive point. And this 
principle of the German plan wns agreed t me And from that agreement 
arises my letter 018-PS, dated the 21st of December 1942. 

Q It is document book Rosenberg, Page 64, Volume II. 

A I have formerly explained the letter, that I am stating therein 
my agreement to the solution of the Eastern workers problem and I state 

we, Sauckel and myself, observe the German principles. That is in 
reference to the points of the program which have been quoted. 

I further stated that in spite of the principles, a number of events 
occurred which caused me to draw his attention to wrongful methods. 

On page 2 I am complaining that in accordance with reports received 
at the Eastern Ministry certain sick barracks and camps which were to be 
installed for sick Eastern workers for their rehabilitation before 
returning to their own country had not lived up to the expected conditions 
and that the Eastern Ministry did, in turn, turn to the Reich Commissioner 
in Eastern Territories. 

After that, in Page 3, with reference to the quotas, as far as the 

astern occupied territorics were concerned, I had requested, with all 
emphasis, that any actions should be excluded in recruiting the quotas 
which would have serious results nnd consequences which might some day be 


held against myself and other officials. In order to achieve this end 





ies i 


and to bring into agreement the peculiarities of the Eastern territories, 


I have empowered the Reich Commissioner for the Ukraine, insofar as 


necessary, to make use of his rights ond to see to it that methods which 
run contrary to the interest of tho conduct cf the war and war economy 
in the occupied East be abolished, 

Q Were you aware of the fact that at the same time that these 
methods were discontinued the workers demands could not be supplied? 

A I could not assume that as easily as that since I knew also, that 
at the beginning, when the problem came into play concerning rather large 
numbers of recruits from the country, that a legal basis existed and that 
the Reich Commissioner had further provisions from that light. 

May I very briefly refer to the other documents quoted by the 
Prosecution, o54-PS? That's a criticism regarding conditions which have 


been roported by officers of tho Ministry of Eastern Affairs, by the Army 
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Group South, and which reached me, It is very severe criticism and I shall re- 
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fur to page 1 of the letter where it scys, that with few cxceptions, the Ukrain- 


T 


iens in the Reich sre working on their own in handicraft, farms, in agriculture, 
as houschold umployees, and that they are very satisfied with their condit- 
ions, but they complain about the type of shelter they have in collective camps," 
tumpt to excrt an influence in Germany, it's where I, the 
Minister, could not normally give any instructions and there was the 
attemp to comply with the points raised during that time regarding workers in 
Hastern territorics, 
€ document 084 refers to a number of complaints and no^suros sbout the im- 
provements of the situation in which the members of the fomilics of the workers 
ves and the Ministry of Eastern Affairs is askcd to deal with these 
refors to a questi ' PAY, a question of taxes, but I 
statement, All these questions will be re- 


ferred to by the General Plenipotentiary for labor. Hc mercly referred these 


reports to me end (aS active in trying to improve the situation. I should like 


to have, in this situation, a working agrcement between us according 


-re returning to their homes were to an allotment 
4y did not suffur any disadvantage over those who had remained 
in their own home land, 

In document 204, complaints can be found regarding insufficicnt allowances to 
which I need not refor in detail and to which I an merely allowing myself to 

he 

Document 265 is a report from the General Commissioner at Zhitomir in the 
Ukraine in which he informs us of the fa iat the general plan of labor pris- 
onors, ond through his trevels in iastern territorics, had pointed out the 
scrious situation in the labor and that he had transmitted and carricd out the 
orders from the Fueh Also, that these quotas must be placed ot the disposal 
of the Reich Commissioner and that he had no choice but to call on c. 
workers even by means of the support of the police or the local authorities 


cn appointed, 
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This document 031-rS appears to me personally to be of particularly 
great importance since the prosecution has stated, with reference to that 
document, that I am accused of having collaborated in the planning and 
carrying out of the bioloric?1l weakening of ‘the Eastern peoples. ång reference 
is made to my agreement, which is supposed to be Stated at the cnd of this 
document, 

Only the first an? last words of this document have been quoted, and 
I must ask the Tribunal to take cognizance of the trus situation, and 

w I may inform them of ite 
At the beginning of the document it states that 


Te 1 


Hastern occupied territories, with refercnee to this 
he had once turned down the suggestion that youthful 
transferred to the Heiche- would once more st 
Special conditions and prerequisites. In the actual 
army Grovp Center had 
youthful persons were alre ady working there, and because they were 
taken care of, of returning these youths and taking care of 
proper manner, 
'cument it states that the Minister 

that this action might have political repercussions and that it would be 
considered as the kidnapping of children, He, therefore, wanted the action 
to be considerably limited for those reasons, 

Inder point |, it states thit if the Eastern Minister could nct support 

at action and help carry it out, then theArmy Grou; entere-which, of 

course, ws in no way subordinate tc the E^stern Minister == would carry 
out the action on their OWN 

However, this Army Group was addressing itself to the Eastern Ministry 
particularly because, in their opinion == and I an quoting == "tho guarantee 


for a correct political and permancnt treatment would thus 


The wxrmy Group would like to soo this action carried out under the ea 


sible conditions, These children should, if possible, bo accommodated 


in villages, in Groups, or accommodated in small camps. Later on, from thoro, 


they were to be placed at the disposal of handicraft and business concerns." 





BHL 
H0111 -0091 


Then, later on, it states; "In the event of a reoccupation of the 
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territory, the East urn Ministry can then return theseyouths, who wul then 


cooperate with their parents in the reconstruction of that territory, which 
would surely be a positiv. political factor." 
At the end it states, "Uncer these conditions the Minister for E^stcrn 


iffairs has agreed to take care of these youths." I agreed, because I was 


conscious of 
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the fact that I was, wherever possible, going to bo able to uso tho 
Youth Dopartnont of tho Eastern Ministry, which would, in turn, guarantce 
tho groctost possiblo caro for thoso c 

I want to add that on one ocersion I made a journey and visited 
a largo wrks at Dossau, where 400,000 youthful workers we enployed, 
and whore a separate childronts camp was in existence, under tho caro of 
Whito Ruthonian mothers. I could ascortein that these youthful workors 
were wearing tho best possible Clothes, thot they were boing taught matho- 
matics and languages by Russian teachors, ond that the children's camp 
had 2 kindorcarten which was looked after by Russian wolfaro workers, 
who, in turn, wore looked after by tho Hitler Youth. In tho course of tho 
day, the womm who was looking aftor that camp was thanking me, with 
tears in hor eyes, for this humane care which was being accorded to thon, 

I would like to point out a phonetic error which has appeared 
this record, This city, as I said, was Dessau, and not Odessa, as is 
stated in the record, "Ve t Odessa in oll my life, 

DR, THOMA: Mr, Presidont, wo havo finishod the labor problon, 

and I on coning to tho Reich Comuisso iat; perhaps this would bo x suit- 


able moment to gc recess, 
THE PRESIDENT; Can you indicate to tho Tribunal how long you 
bo with your examination? 
of the opinion that we may be through by 4330, 
PRESIDENT; Four-;hirty this afternoon? 
THOMA: Throo-thirty, However, the defendant Rosenberg is 
shaking his head, and therefore I cant tell you for certain, 
THE PRESIDENT: Well, the Court will rocoss until five minutos 


post two, 
(A recess was teken until 1405 hours, ) 
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the Eastern Minister to tho Keichkonmissars, and it was the only document 


which was found, It is an instruction dated the llth of Decenber 19h2, in 


vhich again the human and political position and attitude is particularly 


t 


stressed, As far as the treatment of the civilian population is concerned 

the beginning it is emphasized, 

behaviour would never give the impression that the Ukraine could have n pe 
for the fubure, that directives by German departnents and offices would have 
to be executed but would have to be gi 

tho peoples of the E: lve ways Soc my tho bo 

nent of 

is not an oxprossion of arbitrary doribion 


warrant harshness, but they would b 


would reign; the impression of 





was not to be considered. 
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The article further says: 


"ilomentary schools with a four-year term should be kept 


open completely, followed by trade schools training for practical 
life. The German administration nzeds men for veterinary science, 
trade, farming and geological research who cannot be supplied 
from the German population. For that purpose the Ukrainian youth 
can be taken off the streets and indoctrinated to thse fact that 
they have to contribute to the reconstruction of their country. 
Thereby, it would be inadmissible for German offices to confront 
the population with scornful remarkse Such an attitude is nct 
worthy of a G2rmane 

"Germany became, by means of its armed forces, master 
over wide regions of the aste Every German who has been sent by 
hər has therefore tc be conscious of the obligation which hs takes 
upon himself in the £ 
and of the German people. By appropriate 
becomes master, but not by obtrusive, shocking mannerse One does 
not lead people by insolent talk, and one does not gain authority 
by exhibiting contempt for others," 

Then, several other questions are dealt with in this di- 
rective, but I do not wish to tke up the time of the Tribunal 
with these details. I was especially intorested in showing in 
what sense I w-:nted tc make known the position and the view of the 
civil administration, and in order that this directivo right not 
remain on the desks of th» offices of the several govarnments, I 
daeersed that it was to be read in all offices, 

DR. THOMA: Mr. President, now I would like to turn to 
the special accusation of the Scviet Delegation and to bring in 
the special document as applied to the Special Purpose staff of 
Rosenberg. Therefore, I will submit to the defendant Documents 
USSR-$75, 161-PS, 076-PS, USSR-375, US3SR-7, 39, 41, 49, and 51, 
and finally 8l. All of these are USSR documents. 

THS PRESIDENT: Are any cf these in your document books? 

DR. THOMA: The documents of the USSR, the ones I mentione 
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last, I do not have in a special document book. I ascertained 
this morning whether these documents had been submitted to the 
Tribunal, starting with 39 and so on. 

THE PRESIDENT: I thought perhaps you were referring to 
them now. They aren't in your bcoks. 

DR. THOMA: Noe 161 is in Document Book 3, page 34. Nothin, 
else is fcund in the document books. 

THE PRESIDENT: Very well. 

A (Continuing) Ths docussnt 161-PS treats instructions fo. 
the bringing back of certain archives from Zstonia and Lithuaniae 
The Sovist Prosscution, therefor?, contended that this 
plundering of cultural objects in thəsə countries. I would 1: 
to state that the instructions which I read from Documsnt 1065 
Stated in an unequivocal manner that these objects were to remain 
in the country. That took place. 

I would like to refer tc the date of that document, which 
is the 23rd of August 1944, When the battles were raging in this 
territory and when the cultural objects and archives were to be 
safeguarded and secured to protect them from combat activities, it 

that the a ives mentioned here were to bs safeguarded 
on Estonian country estates, That is, they were to remain in the 


country but were to be safeguarded against combat activity. 


iN 
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As far as I know, later, some of these archives were brought to 
Germanyl and I believe they were secured in Schloss Hocchstcoót in Bavaria. 

Document 076-PS is being used by theprosecution as prorf for a 
plundering of the library at Minsk. We are concerned with instructions 
of the rear army region, and a report which was given to the local autho- 
rities, From this report we can see that a number of destructions had 
taken place in some librsriese However, that was as a result of troops 
having been quarteredthere, because the City of Minsk had been destroyed 
and the billeting facilities were overburdened. 

Then, under Noe 1, and again under other paragraphs, it is shown 
that posters were put up, and that these things which were confiscated 
would not be touched after thate Then, it is added that any further taking 
away would have to be considered as plundering. 

Under number two I would like to point out that the securing measures 
are concerned with the fact that the most valuable part came fron the 
library of a Polish nobleman, which the Soviet authorities had taken to 
the occupied territory and had incorporated into the library there, How- 
ever, that was long before the allepurpose staff, or other German depart- 
ments, were active in that areas 

There are a number of other documents, 035-PS and several others, 
which have been submitted to the High Tribunal and which deal with the 
taking back of cultural cbjec*s from the Ukraine. The date on these 
dom-ents -- that is, the year 1942 -- shows that these cultural treasures 


B3 Y - 3 eo . f E Tr A diileri 
hac renaingg, as had been ordered in the countriese Then, when combat 


activ.ty made it necessary, as docun nt 035-PS sayS, at page 3.5, the 
corrosponcing infantry reciu nt was interested in the evacuation of valuable 
things since 2d force ule i 
38 Since the armed forces coulc not protect this arca sufficiently 
and bombardment by artiliery was to be counted on. 
m ^T 13 . *' * 
DR. THOMA: I would like to submit this document uncer Re» /?T. 
A (Continuing) Then the infantry dividion was to give all possible 
protectione 
: TT R 
DR. THOMA: May I have the document again? I would like to 


submit it to the High Tribunale 
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A (Continuing) Therefore, the evacuation took place practically 
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under artillery bombardment, and cultural objects which had come from 
Kharkov were transported away to tho German Reich at that time during 
actual combate 

Now I would like to deal in detail with the documents which the 
Soviet Prosecution has presented regarding Estonia and Lithuania, In that 
connection I would like to submit just a few concrete detailse 

On page l of document USSR 39 it states that from the beginning 
the occupation of the Estonian Soviet Republie, the Germans tried to 
off the independence of the Estonian people and tried to establish a 
order as to culture, art, and sciencce They intended to exterminate 
civilian population, or to deport these people for forced labor to Germany, 
and to pillage estates and villages, 

I would like to remark in that connection, first of all, that there 


was an independence for 20 years, beginning with the attack in 1919 by 


the Soviet Union, and this independence was terminated by the marching in 


of the Soviet Union in 1910, 

GENERAL RUDENKO: Mre President, it seems to me that the docu} 
ment which is now being looked over by. the defen'ant Rosenberg naturally 
gives him a basis for replying to the concrete accusations while he was 
Minister of the Eastern Regions. However, I co think that that which the 
defendant Rosenberg has just now begun to mention consists of straight 
fascist propaganda and has very little connection with the question dis- 
cussed, or with the accusations, 

DR. THOMA: Mr. President, if the defendant makes a few introductory 
remarks, I ask that he be not interrupted right away. We will deal with 


actual facts .and citations, 
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A (Continuing) So far as point 2 is concerned, I would like to re- 
marke 

THE PRESIDENT: Is this document that he is dealing with a 
document that he wrote himself or had anything to do with? I haven%+ 
got the document before me, 

Di, THOMA: The document is submitted by the USSR, and it 
accuses Rosenberg of having destroyed these territories, Therefore, I 
think he is entitled to state his position, 

THE PRESIDENT: But when you say "his position", can?t he say 
what he did in connection with the document, or the subject of tho 
document? I mean, vhen you say "state his position", it is such a very 
wide phrase, it may mean almost anything. If you ask him what he did 
in connection with the subject of the document it is different, but it 
is more concrete and special, 

BY DR, THOMA; 

Q What do you have to say in roply to the Soviet accusation in 
this respoct? 

A To refute the contention that I destroyed culture and art 
and scionce in Estonia, I must say that one of the first directivos of 
the Eastern Ministry waa to establish, in these three countries, admini- 
strations of thoir own people, and, so far as German occupation troops 
were concerned, to have them serve as a supervisory measures. The limite 
ations were prescribed by war, ond, of Course, thoy were given accordingly. 
Ihoy applied to sphoros of armament, to police security, and they applied 
to political positions in generale 

A complete cultural autonomy was granted to all three of these Baltic 
States Their art and their theaters were active all through these 


years of occupation, The univorsity at Dorpat worked in most of its 


departments, and tho no is true of Hirn, Tho judicial sovereignty 


of these countries was subordinated only to the local directoratos, as 
they were called, and all departmonts and offices wore established, The 
entiro school system remained untouched, 


I personally visited these regions twice, and can say only that the 
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commissars who were competent there did everything to maintain the 
autonomy and tho independence of the peoples even though they repeatedly 
critized the German administratione However, in the course of war, 
we could not, of course, recognize a complete state sovereignty. 

On page 2 of this document there are some penal measures mentioned, 
referring back to 1942, that anyone who committed these domeanorse-thot is, 
of anyone rofused to work, or if sono employee came to work intoxicated, 
measures were taken by the directorates, ond directives were issucd to 
this effecte 

When this directive was mado kiown,. of course, the G erman civilian 
administration was not entirely pleasede Reich Commissar Lohse at onco 
recalled it, and we asked the Reich Ministcr of Communications to have 
this impossible official removod,. This, of courso, took place irmodi- 
ately and h called home, Tho matter of his having been called 
home was to be made known through the press, although I ecmnot 
whether it actually did happen. 

On page 5 of this documont, in paragraph 2, it is set forth that 


the Germans had destroyed historical buildings, that thoy had searched 


tho univorsitios and had destroyed a university which had a cron 
v o 


of more than three hundred years, and vhich was one of the oldest sonts 


of highor loarninge 
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I would like to add that as far as the buildings are concerned they 
date to the Seventeenth and other centuries. Ihey were constructed by 
Germans exclusively, and a German group would not be interested in 
destroying arbitrarily the houses which their own people had built. 

And Point 2: This university, which is three hundred years old, 
Dorpat, was a Gernan university. 

THE PRESIDENT: That is quite irrelevant. The question is whether it 
was destroyed, 

A (continuing) In the year 192 I was at the city of Dorpate A 
large part of the city had been destroyed through combat activity, but the 
university buildings were still standing. At that time I had the 


opportunity to learn that the all-purpose staff had confiscated ten to 


twelve thousand volumes in the Ukraine and restored them to their rightful 


owners at Dorpat, and I consider it out of the question that an arbitrary 
destruction of this old German univorsity could have taken place on the 
part of German troops. I can assume only that it was the result of actual 
combat, if this destruction actually took place. 

As far as the other details of the document are concerned, I cannot 
define my position. It deals with many shootings of a police nature and it 
deals with matters of combat activity, and of course I cannot make any 
statements, since it goes back to the time of retreat. 

As far as the document USSR 41 is concerned, it deals with the reports 
of the extraordinary state commission. I would like to say only that 
headquarters was not at Riga, but he had his permanent seat at Berlin. 

In paragraph | it says that the Germans confiscated the country of 
Lithuania; they took the property cf the Lithuanian peasants for their own 
and exterminated men, women and children, 

I would like toadd this that nob a single peasant estate was given tc 
the German barons of former times, The German agrarian administration 
might have done this, which according to my opinion was a matter of 
legislation. In young Lithuaniar and Estonian Republics some of this old 
property was expropriated. It could have been returned to the German 
population; but I signed a law in March of either 1942 or 19)3 -- that wa: 
the "Reprivatisierungs Gesetz" -- that the Estonian peasants who had 


received German property at that time could keep this property, and they 
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received it with solemn ceremony, 

On the part of the Soviet Union, a collectivization tock place of dl 
of this property, and that is why this colloctiviz zation was made 
retroactive and the former proprietors as of 1919 were reinstatod to their 
property. 

I would lixe to mention that, on the question of Lithuania, on page 2 
it is stated that through more than three years! duration the Germans made 
it their task, as far as factories, homes, museums, etc., are concerned, 
to destroy all of these buildings. I myself was in a Lithuanian museum, 
saw a great Lithuanian exhibition ^? art, attended the performances of the 
Lithuanian theater. All of this was carried on in the Lithuanian language, 
with just a few German artists. Factories were not d oyed; instead they 
were enlarged through t he brinsing in of Germar machinery, 

Of course some protests arcso from tho proprietors, for the uncertainty 
of their ow property was to be dealt withe But in any event there was 
never any destruction. There was an increase in productive capacity. 

And finally, as far as archivos and libraries are concerned, I have 
already discussed that when I spoke about document 035. 

As far as the extermination «< - 170,000 civilians is concerned, I 
cannot tako any position to the fact that police stations and security 
measures are concerned. I would like to point ovt that tho lk cal 
authorities looked into 
40,000 Lithuanians were deported to Soviet Russia after Soviet Russia 
occupied these countries, and that a large number of Lithuanians and 
Estonians volunteered to fight the Red Army, and that on the return rarch 
hundreds of thousands of Estonians and Lithuanians asked to be takon into 
the Reich and many of them actually did come into the Reich. 

The entire population of Lithuania was about two million peoplo. 

That on the part of the Gorman authorities 170,000 Lithuanians were to have 
been shot, that seems to be improbable to the highest degree. 

As far as other destruction is concerned--destruction because of 

actual combat--I am not able to define my position any further. 


The third document, USSR 7, treats with the reports of the extraordinar, 


commission about Lithuania. On page l, paragraph 2, it states that 


Rosenberg tried to Germanize the 
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people, to exterminate their own national culture. Lithuania became a part of 
the German eastern provinces, In Lithuania the question of peasants was treated 
the same way as in Estonia and Latvia, although there was one difference, that 
here Lithuania had a larger number of German peasants on a small scale who, 

at the end of 1939, were taken into the German Reich, and when the Germans 
marched into Lithuania they were returned to their original settlements, 


ake FS 
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They were to be recolonized in a concentrated manner as far as possible 
that corresponds to the fucts, 

I cannot agree with anything else that is down here. As far as the 
extermination of national culture is concerned, that does not look true to me 
at all, I know that collaboretors of my office were very much concerned in 
working with the representatives of the Lithuanian folkdom, and that many theines 
were written and that much reform was carried on in these countries. I cannot 
imagine that any arbitrary destruction could have taken place, 

I remember that in the capital city of Kaunas administrative officers 
came to me and said that they had worked in the towns for five days, even thouzh 
the city was being bombarded by Soviet artillery, That, of course, many build- 
ings were destroyed in that activity, I can see that; but I am not able to 
make any observations of personal experience, 

Now I am passing to document USSR 51. In the note of the Comnissar 
for Foreign Affairs, dealing with the 6th of January 1942, destruction of 
cultural values of these three Baltic states is mentioned. I would like to 
refer to what I have already said to the documents that I discussed just now. 

On page 2, colwrn l, it is statod that the Gersans murdered the population 


and pillaged, I would like to reiterate the expositions that I have already mañ. 


On page 6, column 1, at the beginning, it says that the Gerrans in 


their rage, as far as the three Raltio countries ove LTO destroyed monu- 


ments, Lite rature, schools. But that is not in accordance with the facts. 
Ihe note of the comrissar of the 27/4/42, which has been read here 

repeatedly and in detail, on page 1, column 1, makes the same assertion that 

the pillaging of the soil had taken place, I would again like to refer to the 


AS 


statemente I have just made, 
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On page 7 it is stated that the Germans had the objective and actually 
carried through the plundering of soil and that there was no compensation made, 
I would like to say -- I do not wish to make any lengthy statements about the 


laws of the new agrarian order (the laws which were to strengtnen the 


agrarian movement) -- Leica (?), who has been granted as a witness, can give 


expert testimony, 

After the Soviet Prosecution accused me and then withdrew its accusa- 
tion that I was a former Czarist Spy, I do not need to reply to that. 

As far as the various quotations are concerned which have been 
submitted, I cannot check them in detail. But in one case it is possible for 
me to give an explanation on this point at this time. I am concerned with 
page 9, column 1, at the top, where the commissar deais witn tne 


"Twelve Commandments" on the demeanor of Germans in the Bast. 
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There is a quotation from which it can be concluded only that it 


is a quotation from a German directive or out of a German directivy 
The twelve commandments were submitted 3 Soviet prosecution 
to the high Tribunal, under USSR 89. It deals, as it has besn 
established there, with a directive of the State Secretary Backe, 
dated the beginning of June 1941, a directive which I have just 
seen here now, and the quotation which I mentioned before seers te 
be a compilation of fragments which were actually disper 
vants are not 
n their proper sequence. They are given in a couplstely 
t series from what they are in the docunsnte 
I would like to call your attention to a change in words, 
It said under point 6 of these commandments "You must therefore 
establish for an experienced leader; u must there take the 
severe measures as r of necessity and you must 
carry them throuzh with dignity. 
of the individual will bring about his being recalled Anycne 
who is recalled fcr sue 3asons c E an nger have a decisivo 
position in the Reich.’ I ,he quotati official note it says 
"Therefore, you, yourself, will have to take the most cruel nease 
ures which will be dictated by German interests and you will carry 
them through with dignity. otherwise yol nnot ha any responsib. 
position at home any ngor." Therefore, instead of the words 
"harsh" sand "severe" the word “cruel as b»en substituted -- in 
place of ths words "because of necessiby of stats, it just said 
very generally “German interests 
character" very generally it is set dow het "IT VOU Ob. Carry 
through the most cruel measures you eannct a have 2 re- 
sponsible position." I would not want to identify myself in any 
way with thase twelve commandments but I would like to state 
on page 3, in part 7, whara it anys “bo ish and cacont and 


and in part 9, “dc not be Russian betters; 


the Russian youth 
been educated for Communism. Russian youth dossn' 


training and it is senseless to try and punish the 
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I believe that Mr. Backe, who used perhaps Stronger 


that does not mean thet he meant extermination, 
I 


Now, am passing to the accusation on the part of the 
Polish Government. It just concerns me in one point only. 

page 20, under point 5, it is stated that the expleita 

ths carrying off of art obiects was centralized winder thse office 
cf Rosenberg in Berlin. That is incorrect, as was shown by the 
report of State Secretary Mushlmann, and in this report which 
has been read, an entirely differant department was responsible 
for the safeguarding and securing of the objects of art and 
furthermore, I already re: a directive by Lanmers 

cf June 1942, in which th; Government General 

cluded, I must, however, admit that in ons 6 

of the activity of the Zinsatz steff, the art 

cconfiseated and baken to the 


noo correct, 


Gcvarno 


int 
explanation. 
documents which had Tc ijubmitbad ; m Smole and from 
Cities, which 
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as these points are concerned, I cannot testify here, 

I would like to refer to document 073-PS, which several days ago was sube 
mitted to the witness Lammers, This document is concerned with the trans- 
mission of a document of the Foreign Office, in which there was a misunder- 
Standing, in which it had been said that the Soviet prisoners were subordi- 
nated to the Reichminister for the Oecupied Eastern Countries. In the 
introduction, it can be seen that exclusively, we are concerned with the 
propaganda work which Minister Goebbels considered his special province, in 
preference to the Foreign Office, The Foreign office, as far as prisoners 
of war are concerned, said that they had confidence with the exception of 
Spiritual and propaganda matters, The Foreign Minister took care of this 
kind of spiritual and other material as to the prisoners. This statement, 
that they were not bound by the Geneva Convention and these decrees came from 
the Fuehrer's headquarters in the East, 

Q Witness, in the course of this proceeding, at least four times, you 
have been accused of the matter of gold dealings in the East, You have been 
accused of dealings in this Connection, Furthermore, a document has been 
Submitted regarding the the treatment and dealing of the Jewish question and 


a further document deals with arson and Jewish action also in the Province of 
Minsk. Will you please tell us what you have to say in that connection? 

A I might give a general answer to the many reports that were given by 
the hauptamp office, In the course of twelve years of my Party office and my 
three years in the Foreign Office, many reports spiraled, and so forth, and were 
deposited in my office. I knew some of them, some of them I had received oral 
knowledge of, and others more important and soms not important, which I was 
unable to take knowledge of, As far as these documents are concerned, I must 
say to document ?19-PS, that that seems to be a matter which was deposited in 
my office, which had no heading and which had no signature and does not give 


any other details, It was the document which I never received personally but 


about which I assume that in all probability, it originated from police circles 


and was given to me by the police. I cannot define my position as to the 


COri- 


tents of this document, 
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As far as document 110h-PS is concerned, which deals with the terrible 
incidents in the City of Slutsk, it seems to be a report of November 19l1, and 
I must say in this connection, that this report was lnown to me, This repor^ 
I recall with dismay, in the Foreign Office, and as is seen here, my permanent 
representative Gauleiter, Dr. Meier, took a copy of the complaints of the 
civilian administration, together with the critique of the civil aduinistra- 

he police, and submitted this copy to the Chief of the Folice at 


his for investigation, I must say that 


had its own courts and jurisdiction, in which the local ministry 


could not interfere but I am unable to say here what measures Heydrich took, 
and as may be seen from here, I could not assume that an order which was 
confirmed by a witness here yesterday, was given Heydrich or Himmler by the 


Fuehrere As far as this report is concerned, and many others which I receivec 


È 


in the beginning, regarding shootings of sat s and shooting also of Jews 
about pogroms by the local population in the Baltic States and of the 


I took them as aspects of the ware I heard that in Kiev a large number 


Jews had been shot but the greater part of the Jews 
city, and these reports showed the terrific harshness and also 
there was an order for tne personal destruction of t! 

I cannot believe and if in our polemics 
Jewry is talked about, I must say that this word, of 
terribly bad impression but maybe out of the conditions pertaining 
was not to be considered and interpreted as a personal and individva? 
destructi^n of all Jewry. I must say that the British Prime “iv 
official speech the 23rd or 26th of December, said in the Lowe: 


as the complete extermination was concerned --- I read his 
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speech but I did not assum. that wnen he talked about Pr iSSian officers that he 


meant all National Socialist Office "Se 


) > 14 
negara 








Ukraine, After this official Visit -CS about discussions. 








I found many letters and, above all, I found the Fuvhrer d 


neard about orally, which « 


Fuehrer instructed me to be 



































ving 
of lives was coneurned and I am not to concer: li too ch with the adminis- 
tration in the East., I impressed when I returned from this ournoy and I 
not read this document, but I cannot ass that this document was not men 
tioned to me by y subordinst were very consciontiovs and I 
only of their reporting to » they told me that 
anothcr grcat c laint between tha police and istr was again 
at hand, for many com of that nature had n the past and I heard 
that it is possible, and said "Plea iv to tor Meier; give this tc 
th olice r àS.8 liaisen officer so he can inv rat sse matters," 
but otherwise these terrible d | woul > remained in memory. I cannot 
Say any more to r.e When I was questioned about this i P. T sai 
whet I have said now, 
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And then there is one further very 
J 


"And if more docrees aro issu z: * ilogging I will make ny- 


self ridiculouse Those hangings were very fow," 


And now we come to a vory important point which I would liko to 
call to the attention of the Tribunal, Gauleiter Koch reported to the 
Fuchrer and seid; 

"Nobody has evor asked me, as a former Gauleiter, that I Should 
Submit to him articlos I write for nono but tho Fuchror can absolve no 
of tho political rosponsibility for an orticle Signed with my full namo, 

"Finally, in addition to these explanations of tho jurisdiction 
of my responsibilities I Would like to reiterate the rolations between 
the Fuehrer and the Roich Commissionors, 3 on old Gauleiter I am used 
to consulting with my Fuehrer directly in all my problems and requests 
and this right in my capacity as Oberpresident has nover been denied 
me evon by my superior minister, However, I have gained the impression 
that steps were takon by Ministe Ba o deny me this right, 
By decreo of August 1942, fficers are requested not 
to report directly to the il'uchrer, 


@ here that in my position as on old Gaulcitor the 


Y 


repeatedly given me his political directives and that occ- 

asionally he even xpressed his 

On page 15 he 

" I have stated expressly that I must reject rosponsibility for 
labor recruitment for Rosenberg has ordered that an omiable recruiting 
ystom is to bo followed," 

At the end ho S^yss 

"My position has been curtailed and it can only be refered to 
Fuehrer," 

Thero was a conflict in front of Hitler a+ the Roichschs 


betwoon Rosenberg, Bormann and Koch and tho rosult was that Bormann 
Supported Koch and he was upheld and Rosenborg was notified to Limit hime 
self to essentials only, 


On tho strength of that the defendant tried to resign, 


1937 
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BY DR. THOMA: 

Q ‘itness, some days ago the documents have been mentioned from 
which it becomes clear that the District Suman (?) was to be the hunting 
district for the Reich Commissioner, and for that reason hundreds of 
people were shot down because resettling thom would have been too 
complicated and too lengthy. Will you make a statement about that? 

A As time went by I reccived a number of statements regarding 
atrocities committed in the East. Upon investigating them, it was found 
that these reports did not conform with facts. In this particular case 
this report appeared so credible to me that I made it the cause to report 
to the Fuehrer directly, considering that I was having trouble with Gauleite 
Koch in any case. Apart from other questions, the question of schools in 
the Ukraine had arisen; so had the question of establishing high schools 
and certain personal statements from Koch, which I submitted in the form 
of complaints of mine, and I also submitted this report I've just mentioned, 

When reporting to the Fuehrer, Reichsmarshall Koch submitted a statemer 
for the Forest Administration of the Ukraine, from which it appeared that 
these forest districts were suitable for supplying timber for railway 


construction and such woods were to be used for this purpose, but the 


bandits and partisans were hiding in these woods, and in which he stated 


that such a task, in consideration of the obscure situation, might be 

very difficult. It was stated that Kochy though not in the interest of his 
hunting, but because of the care he wanted to take for his district, had 
started a cleansing action and that in the course of that a number of 
partisans and bandits had been found who had been shot. The remaining 
population from these wood districts had been resettled. “hen Koch added, 
in addition to the statement from the administration, that a number of these 
resettled persons had expressed their gratitude for the fact that they had ! 
taken to a better country than they had lived in in these woods, the Fuchrer 
shrugged his shoulders and said, "It would be difficult for me to decide. 

I have the statement from the Forest Administration from the Ukraine and I 


must accept that, I leave the matter alone; and the other decision 
7939 
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regarding the policy will be sent to youe" 

This happened in July in the shape of a decree which is amongst my 
files here, but which, unfortunately, has not been found. It is a decree 
about which witness Lammers has spoken and vhich in principle states that 
the Reich Commissioner must not make obstruction and that he was to confine 
himself to principle matters. His decrees should go to the Reich Commissio» 
for his information and, in the evont of conflicts, the decision of the 
Fuehrer should be gotten, 

Following that decree from the Fuehrer, I made a renewed attempt to 
represent the views which I considered right. But I will, of course, not 
deny that on several occasions, due to pressure exercised by the Fuehrer 
and Bormann, I became a little weary. And when it was said in clear-cut 
points that I was apparently more interested in these Eastern people than 
Iwas in the welfare of the German mission, I made some reassuring 
statements; but my decrees from then on continued in the old established 
waye As I can now ascertain, I reported to the Fuehrer on eight different 
occasions in this particular matter; I submitted written petitions and I 
rectified my decrees as desired, 

When, in 1944, the Reichsfuchrer SS, too, occupied himself not only 
with his police affnirs, but also politics in the Eastern Territories, ond 
when, in November, '43, I could no longer report to the headquarters at 
all, I tried for the last time to make a suggestion to the Fuchrer regarding 
^ generous Eastern policy. At the samo time, I told him vory distinctly, 
if he should refuse, I would be glad if he would relieve me from any further 
postse In this connection I'm referring to a letter from Dr. idk of 
12 October 1944, at the beginning of which it says thet, in the face of 
current developments and Eastern problems, I was asking that he should 
submit this lotter of mine to the Fuchrer porsonally. I am saying that 
I was considering the manner in which the German policy in the East wns 
being handled as being so unfortunate; and that, at the same timo, I 
wasn't included in the negotiations; and that, nevertheless, I was being 
made responsible for them, and I was asking him to submit my letter to the 


Fuchrer as soon as possible for his decision. 
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Dre Lammers immediately transmitted the letter to the Fuehrer's 
Secretary. In the direct lettcr to the Fuchrer I am sgyinc--this a 
lengthy letter, and I am only quoting a few passages. On Page 2: 

"For observation ond diroction of this development I have created 
leading departments for nll Eastern peoples in the Ministry for Eastern 
Affoirse It has now been found that they have been well employed, They 
also contain representatives from tho various regions, and it would appear 
in the interest of Gorman policies. They may be recognized as national 
committees," End of qotation, 

This central department which is mentioned here had the task to seo to 
it that the representatives from all Eastern nationalities could raise 
complaints from their nationals, They could raise them personally in the 
Eastern Ministry, which in turn would mean that such complaints would be 
raised with the German labor authorities in question or the Plenipotentiary 
for Labor, 

On Page 5 I am saying that the Eastern Ministry during recent times, 
and as far aspolitical psychological leadership was concerned, had 
reported to the Chief of the Reich Chancelle by in a letter, and I say: 

"I am asking you, my Fuehrer, that I may report the contents of it to you 
as well." This is a reference to a further report I am making. 

On Page 36: "I om asking you, my Fuchrer, to tell mo whether you still 
desire my activity in this direction, for since it was not possible for me 
to report to you orally, the problems of the East are brought to you and 
discussed from various sides, so I must, in consideration of this devel opment 
assume that you, my Fuehrer, do not consider this activity of mine as 
necessary any more. In addition rumors are spread by sources unknown to me 
of the dissolution of the East Ministry, in fact even that these rumors are 


used in officiol correspondence to the hichest Reich authorities os a reason 


for various demands which have been made, Under such circumstances efficien 


work, my Fuchrer, is not possible, and I ask you to give me directives as to 
how I should act in consideration of the state of affairs which has 


developed." 
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In the middle of the next paragraph I am pointing out this 
conception providei for in my speech of the 20th of June, and in my protest 
during tho meeting of the l6th of July, nnd it says: 

"This conception provided thet in order to mobilize all tho national 
forces of the Eastern peoples, tho voluntary promiso to thom in advance 


of 2 ecrtain autonomy and the possibility of culturoi development, with 


the ain of leading them against the Bolshevist enemy. This conception, 


which in the beginning I ventured to assure you approved of, hasnot been 
carried out, becuse whe peoples wero tecated in an opposite way 
poiiticnily. Scloly and only be^auso o? the egrerinn order of 1942 


approved by you has their willingnoss to work been maintained to 
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the end by encouraging among then a certain hopo of acquiring property? 

And attached to this lottor to tho Fuehrer there is a suggestion 
of mine for an cdjustment of the Eastorn policy, which is reiterated for 
the last time, rud in paragraph 2 on page 1, it Says that the spokesmen 
attached to the Eastern Ministry ore used by him in the name of the 
Reich Ministry, and at n point to be fix@@& by the Fuchrer are to be 
recognized as national Committees means that these will be spokesmen on 
behalf of tho people which thoy represent, 

And on page 2 in the middle, it sys: "In the leadorship of the 
peoples of the Baste. 

THE PRESIDENT: Is tho Tribunal interested in all this detail? 
The substance of it has heen given by the wi 
summorizod the whole letter before he began to road any of it, Thero is 
nothing new up to now, 

DR, THOMA: Mr, Prosidont, the defendant wanted to summarize 
briefly what his conception was, namely, autonomy, froo cultural dovolope 
mont, ond thot was tho basis of the controversy vith Koch, namely, that 
Koch was favoring a sort of exploitation ond that he was emphasizing 
That was tho ronson why he wented to gay once more what the whole plan 


and his conception regarding the Soviots WAS o 
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But I can now leave this problem, but before I tum to tho question of 
the reconstruction in the Ukraine I want to have the defendant make a state- 
ment.on the subject of the treatment of prisoners of wor.  Documcant Book O81, 
Unfortunately I shall have to havo tho original given to the defendant 
wait a minuto, here it is, 

THO PRESIDENT: Is it anyvhcre in your books? Is-it O&@1-Ps? 

DR. THOMA: It has beon submitted under a UBR oxhibit number. 


BY DR. THOMA: 


you got it, Defendant? 


USSR 253. 
The complaints regarding prisoncrs of war como from various sources » and 
fairly near the beginning of the activity of the Eastern ; inistry, and then 


later on, particularly during that dreadful wintor, 1941 ond 1942, 


e 


These complaints, which were raised by travelers or officers or soldicrs, 
were reported to mo by my political departmmt, and we passed these co ipl-ins 
: si i. 


sources concerned, togethar with 2 request that they should 


considcred, for reasons which must :x-vo been generally unders 

These complaints were rocoivod frequently, ond my officials «s time went 
by stated to mc that thoy had a great dc of stonding wit wishes, 
particularly for the vish stated by us tht ‘rom rgo prisonci 

be selected according to the ^U oncli bo takon to 

smaller camps in accordance with thoir nationali This sorting out accord- 
ing to nationality and the human treatment would be an oxcollent solution 
because of the very numerous complaints mentioning the death of thousands of 
Soviet prisoners, 

I received a report more thon once that during battle when units of the 
Red Army were defending themselves in such 2 tough way and would not surrender 
whem they wore so hungry and so complctol; oxhaustod that whon they were cap- 
tured by the Gormans thare were numerous c^ses of exnnibalism among tniese 
soldicrs, but that noverthcless these soldicrs wure too tough to surrender, 


The third complaint I reecived referred to political kommissors 


being shot, and that complaint too » Was passed on by us, but thet ^n order 
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existed in this connection was unknown to me, 


EJ 


from othar reports when we heard tmt a number of Germn 
had bocn libcrated were often found dead or crippled, that in 


this connection there must have becn a ease of police or otha type of 


reprisal, Leta on I hed boon informed that such shootings ware prohibited, 


end I came to the conclusion thst political koumissars were members of the 


Red Army. 
Here is Document O81-PS. It hès been stated by tho Prosocution thmt 
this is a letter from tho iinister for Eastern Aff2irs to the Chief of thc 


OK. The 


documcnt wos also found amongst my files, but it is not a letter 


originating from me to the Chic? of the OKW, Gencral Fioldmorshol Keitel, It 


wt Dil 


2 : — 20 Lo oe dq UM vau wap z A noes 
obviously deposited in my office by the sender, 
£ u e 


In the loft-h^nd top 


corner on page I it means Main 


tment I, Sub-depai 


Furthermore j£ the OK woud alway 
3 


the personal char: 


C adrossoo, 


o office, the service 


IA nant 1 
depart 


" Lh Dat Y "4 
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Only if my nane is stated or if there is a personal address can it be a 


letter addressed to me, 


This letter is raising strong complaints referring to the reported conditi 


tions and state of affairs in connection with prisoners of war of Sovict Rus- 
sian nationality, and it is apparently based on the numerous complaints which 
have been reccivod by means of information from relatives., Apparently, the son- 
der considered theso complaints as boing truc, and he wrote to tho military au- 
thorities and sent them such a lottor of complaint, 

I won't go into the details, but I will take tho liberty of reading one fi- 
nal passage in connection with whith I will state that it is in keeping with the 
spirit in which I havo made efforts to educate my collaborators, On the 
hand, they thought that they ought to act in the sane sense, It states, litoral- 
ly, on page 5, that tho nain — 

THE PRESIDENT (Intorposinz)s What is tho dato? 

A (Containing): Tho letter is dated 
was tho winter of that dreadful frost, It goes on to 

"The main demand will have to bo the ono that tho treatment of prisoners 
of war nust be carried out in accordance with the laws of humanity and in accor- 
dance withtthe dignity of the German Reich. It is conceivable that tho numerous 
cases of inhuman treatment which have been 


T 


German prisoners of war i| cy have embittered the Gorman Arry 
to such an extent that they wish to take reprisals. Such retribution, however, 
oving i LS 1 f we but will, in tho 
to tho situation that both partios will no longor tako 

any prisoners at all," 

i merely wanted to quote this letter because there aro no othor docunents 
regarding the activity of my political department, and because this is an oxam~ 

fork, I think that this will clarity the question. 

Re THOMA: Mr. President, this was going to be the end of the questions 
relating to tho eastern territory, I will subait an affidavit fron Professor 
Dr, Stanger referring to the employnont of nachincry in the Ukraine, This affi- 


davit contains the following == 


THE PRESIDENT (Interposing): Have you finished your examination now ? 
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DR. THOMA: I have finished the questions relating to tho Ministry for 


Eastern Affairs, and after that I shall have a few more bricf questions, 


THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal has seen this affidavit recently so there is 
no need to read it, Wo saw this affidavit the other day and read it when you e 
considered it, Now, if you will give us the exhibit number, 
DR, THOMA:  R-035, This deals with machinery which had a value of 180 
millions, and it was delivered to tho Ukraino, 
BY DR. THOLÀ: 
Witness, wore you à nombor of the SA or SS? 
No, I belonged to neithor tho SA nor SS, 
So that you have never worn SS uniforn? 
No, 
Did you know anything about concentration camps? 


Yos, That question, of course, has been put to everybedy 
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and the fact that concentration omps existed became known to me in '33. 
But although this may appear a repetition, I must nevertheless state that 
T knew the name of two concentration comps, Oranienburg and Dachoue 

When these TEE were explained to me, I was also informed, 
amongst other things, that in one concentration camp there were 800 
Communist agitators who sentences averaged four years of prison or 
penitentiary. Based on the fact that this was carried out by legal means, 


but nevertheless was something revolutionary, I had, of course, considered 


for some time that protective custody for certain persons might be decreed. 


But at the same time I saw and heard how our toughest opponents, against 
no accusations of criminality could bo raised, were treated so generously 
that our strongest opponent, the Prussian Minister Severing was retired 
with full pension as a minister, and that attitude particularly was felt 
by me to be Notional Socialistic. . For that reason I had to assume that 
these new institutions were, first of all, a state political necessity, 

& conviction which I certainly did have, 

Q Did you participate in the evacuation of Jews from Germany during 
the war? 

A Well, I should add in this connection that I never visited any 
concentration camps, noither Dachau nor any other one. I think in 1938 
I questioned Himmler about concentration camps and I told him that I had 
heard from the foreign press quite a lot of detrimental news, and asked 
him what was true about ite Himmler told me, "Why don't you come along and 
have a look at Dachau and take a look at things? We have got a swimming 
pool there. Our sanitary installations are first clnss and no objections 
can be raised," 

I didn't visit the camp because if something improper had been going 
on, then Himmler, upon boing asked such a question, would probably not 
have shown it to me. On the other hand, I thought that it was a question 
of bad taste if I wanted to watch people who had been deprived of their 
liberty, but I thought that it would be a good thing if I pointed out to 


Himmler that such rumors were becoming known, 
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À second time, later on--I can't tell you whether it was beforo or 
after the outbreak of war--Hinmlor himself touched on the Subject and 
Spoke about the So-called biblical sciontists, a matter which has often 
been raised by the Prosecution and called the persecution of a religion, 
Himmler only told me that it was impossible to suffer refusal to serve in 
the armed forces considering the condition the Reich was in, that it would 

ave terrible consequences, and he went on to say that he had often 
personally talked to these detainees so that he could understand them 
and convince them. That, he soid, had been impossible, however, because 
they replied to ell questions with quotations from the Bible which they 


had learned by heart, so that nothing could be done with them. From 


that statement of Himmler 's, I gather that i? he as telling mo such 


& story he couldn't possibly prepare a shooting action Aen 
Scientists. 
American chaplain has very kindly given me in my cell a church 
Columbus. ather from that that the United States 


S Witnesses during the war in 
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prisons and in camps, and that until Becember 1945 12,000 of them were still de- 
tained in such camps, Presumably, undcr similar conditions, every State wbuld 
proceed against such a refusal to carry out one's war service in some form or 
other, 
That, of course, was my attitude, and I couldn't call Himmler wrong in that 
connection, 
i more brief questions, Did you int.rvene in the case of Pastor Niemoll: 
when the case of Niemoller was heard before the courts in Geruany, I 


dispatched an offipial from my office to that trial beceuse I was interested in i 


both from the official and the human point of view. 


was Dr, Zigar -- made a report to me from which I gathered tha he indictment 
was partly bascd on misundurstandings on the part of the authorities, and that 
partly he wasn't as seriously incriminated as I had assumed, 

That report was given to the deputy of the Fuehrer, Rudolf 
him whether he couldn't think about the case, Sometime later, 
the Fuchrer, I brought the conversation around tc that subject, 
I had consid.red the whole procvedings to be most unfortunate, and particularly 
the outcome they had had. The Fuel tole me, "I have only demanded one 
ment from Niemoeller, and 
against the state, That he 
have given orders that he shoulc ceive e most decent treatment possible, that 
he, being a constant smoker ught to have the best cigars, and ho must have the 
possibility of carrying out all the scientific research he wants to," 

I don't know on what reports the Fuehrur based this statement, but as far as 
I was concerned it was so clear that I could not intervenes any further in the 
matter e 

Q “le come to the last question but one. Is it true that after the seizure of 
power you, on your part, had to have your attitude towards the Jews investigated, 
and that the whole treatment of Jews iumediately after the scizurc of power was 

ringing about a curtain amount of doubts, that originally it had been thought of 


treating the Jewish question completely differently? 
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A I won't deny that during that time of struggle, until 1933, I 
too had used very strong words and published them in this connectione 
Many hard words snd suggestions appeared in that connection, After the 
seizure of power I thought--and I also think the Fuchrer thourht the 
same--that one could distance oneself from the whole thing, and that a 


certain parity and honorable treatment on the question was to be introduced, 


Under "parity" I understood something which I stated in a public specch 


on the 28th of June, 1933, and also during the Party rally in September 
of 1933, quite publicly, something which was published and which came over 
all the broadcasting systems. That is, that in my opinion it was not 
possible that the hospital system in Berlin had 80 per cent of Jewish 
doctors and that 30 per cent wuld be parity. 
I stated, during the Party rally, that we had heard about conditions 
and that the Reich Government, in connection with these measures of 
embers of the Jowish people 
lost a relative during the last war, be it father cr son. The 
expression I used was that we would now have to make efforts to solve the 
problem in that mnnner. 
What haprene in svite o ha 2 tragic story, and I must state 
activities in c: ction with the emigration, support 
emigration to numerous states ab 
that the situation deteriorated 
regrettable, and which deprived me 


ho manner which was dennanded of me 


which has been rertioned hore ona what his been testi 
courtroom, that was son » which considered sbsciutely 
leimrich Himmler had 


vo me, Ippear to be 


and in that connection I want 


is sortained in the document book, 
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but it has not yet been submitted to tho Tribunal with an exhibit number. 
It is a letter from Rosenberg, addressed to Hitler, containing the request 
that he did not wish to be nominated as a candidate for the Reichstag. 

BY DR. THOMA: 

Q Witness, you have talked about all the phases of the 
development of National Socialism from its beginning until its dreadful 
end, and you have participated in it, you have watched its honorable rise 
and its dreadful descent, and you must know that everything meant one 
persone Will you inform this Tribunal what you did yourself and what 
efforts you made to see to it that not all power was centralized in that 
one person? And will you tell the Tribunal what you have done so that 
the effects were alleviated? 

First of all, I am showing you this document, and then Document 047, 
which has also been submitted to the Tribunal under the number USA 725. 

were submitted to the witness.) 
a fact that I have experienced this National Socialism 
movement from its very beginning, and that I was completely loyal to a 
man who, during these years of struggle, was admired by me, because I 


1 


could see his personal devotion g passion with which this former 
German soldier was working for 

As far os I personally am concerned, this letter refers to a phase-- 

THE PRESIDENT: Dr. Thom: exactly what is ycur question to the 
witness? We don't want to make a spee We only want to know what 
question you are putting to him, 
BY DR. THOMA: 

Q What suggestions did you make, and did you represent them in 
public, regarding the limitations on the Fuehrer's nower? 


A 


A I must say that I, in full &gr.?ment with Adolf E 


my book "Myths of the 20th Century", have represented the view that the 


leadership principle could not be applied to one head but that both the 
lender and those he leads have a joint duty. I also stated that this 


onception "leadership principle" should have its climax in the 
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establishment of a senate, or, as I considered 1t, a council, which 


would have n correcting and advisory capacity, 

That point of view was emphasized by the Fuehrer when he had a 
senate hall built in the Brown House in Munich with 61 seats, which he 
himself considered necessarye I once more represented that same thought 
during a speech in 1934, 

THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal doesn't think this is in answer to the 
question as to what he did tc limit the Fuehrer's power. We want to know 
what he did, if anything, to limit the Fuehrer's power, 

DR. THOMA: In public speeches and before enormous meetings statomonts 
were made. I draw your attention to &.document in book 1, volume 2, at 
page 118, where he has publicly pointed out-- 

THE PRESIDENT: Dr, Thoma, I didn't want you to point it out to me, 

I wanted the witness to point that out to the Tribunal. 
BY DR. THOMA: 

Q In that case, will you concentrate on those two Speeches which 
you have made? 

A I can quote the speecl but they are not a direct answer to 
the question either. They signify that I have stated that the Socialist 
State must not breed à caste which would reign over the German nation, and 
that the leader of the German nation must not be a tyrant. However, I 
have never seen Adolf Hitler as a tyrant. Like many millions of National 
Socialists, I have trusted him personally on the strength of the 
experiences I have had during 14 years of struggle. And his personal 
powers were not limited by me; I did not want to limit them, conscious 
as Iwas that this was a personal exception for Adolf Hitler, That is, 

not the National Socialist conception of a state. However, this 
would not mean the leadershin principle as we understood it, or the new 
order for the Reich and its future, 

I have served Adolf Hitler loyally, and what the Party may have done 
during those years--that was supported by me too. And the effects, 


particularly those of the wrong masters, were branded by me, in the middle 


-7953- 





TEREN MONTH 


0111-0129 


of the war, before politic^l lenders, when I stated that this concentration 
of power as it existed at that moment, during that war, could only be a 
phenomenon of the war and could ncb be rerarded as the National Socialist 
conception of a state. It might Ue comfcrtable for some one, it misht be 
comforvabie for 200,000 people, but to carry it on kter would mean the 
personal death of 70 million, 

I said that in the presence of the Higher SS Leaders, and before the 
Gauleiters and other political leaders. I got into touch with the leaders 
of the Hitler Youth, fully conscious that after the war a reform would have 
to be carried out in the Party, so that the old ideas of our movement, for 
which I had. fought, would be reest-blished,. However, that was not 
possible; fate has finished the m vement and things went a different Way e 

Q Can you, witness, state a concrete fact from which it arises 
that the Party, right from the beginning, did not have the plan to take 
over power alone, but that it was roine to collaborate with other parties? 

That, of course, is a historical development over 14 years. If 
I can utilize that letter in this connection, then I would like to say, for 
instance, that at the end of 1923, after the collapse of 
Hitler revolt, when the representatives of the Pa 
and detained or had emigrated to Austria, and when I remained in Munich 


together with a few others, I represented the point of view at the time 


that there had to be a new development 4 that the Party would now have 


to justify itself in the strugrle 

The Fuehrer was detained at Landsberg, and he turned that suggestion 
down. My collaborators and I continued to try to influence him, however, 
and the Fuchrer wrote me a long, ho-d-written letter in which he once more 


reiterated the reasons why he didn't like my sugrestion. 
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Later on ho had, nevertheless, agrecde In this letter hero before the Tribunal 
nominate me for the Heichstag, and the reason was that T 
not want $o achiovo tho advantages of a momber of tho German Parlianent, 
econd reason was because I considered that I had been in Germany for 
so that after so fow years of ny activities I didntt think 
oxposo myself so nuch, 
Re THOA: I have n» further qucstions, 
THE PRESIDENT: o Defendants Counsel want to as] 
Re SERVATIUS: Dr, Sorvatius, attorney for tho Defendant Sauckel, 
BY DR. SERVATIUS: 
Q Witness, during September und October 1942 you reccived several re= 


ports regarding conditions in connection with recruiting of workers in the 


occupicd castern territories, Did you investigate to find out whcthor the 


ministry for eastern affairs 


by, and I have od the Tri- 


Xporionces, 


TO 
o 


Das F1 I n iv oh eer eas n ere N i cm 
cil and the s ed centr: -cparinont for people of eastern na- 
PN + k 


tionalitics were oporting these things to me frequently. In a letter which ha 
menti nsmi C 50 Sauckel, and they continued to reach the 
Reich Comissioner for tho Ukraine or any other administrative o 
gether with a request for a reply, and 
whereas some others proved untrue 
Sauckel, has 
aan Labor Pront 


c for the welfare of 


gotiated with the Ministry for oa 


Eventually, at tho ond of 19h, Dr, Loy, a chicf of this welfare 


department, thought that he could inform me that after considerable diffi 
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ties the trouble havo boen surnounted and good conditions had at last bcen 
achieved, I repliod to hin that I wanted to express my pleasure in that connoc- 
tion, 

I kept receiving reports that ono or the other thing was still going 
wronge The active execution was carricd out by members of ny ministry together 
with executives of the German Labor Front, and they went to inspect a nunber 
of labcr canps so as to investigate the complaints and then havo then alle- 
viated by means of the German Labor Front, 

Q You are nostky talking about conditions in Germany, aron!t you, 
which didn't cono under your juridiction, In tho nonorandun of the lóth of 
March, 1942, which has been mentioned, a reply to your complaints -= in that 
memorandum you are telling Koch that ho must only use legal : 
guilty persons must be properly prosceutod, Was that your reaction to tho ro- 
ports? 

À Yos, it was, because until Decenber 1942 there had been a nunber of 
complaints already, 

Q And what did Koch reply? 

A Koch replied to no that ho in turn was also wishing to enploy legal 
and lawful means, but in the document which has been read today, his report 


dated the 16th of “arch, 1943, ho made several complaints that I didn't ale 


ways believe his assurances, but that in every case did tho minister for 


castenn affairs not only intervene but even asked hin to make roports regarding 
these instructions, 
Q So ho dénied considerable wrongs, did he ? 

A Yes, tie denied then, Ho only referred to one particularly drastis 
ease in that document, nancly, that certain houses had been burned dom in 
Volhynia because those who had been called upon to work had resisted by force, 
and he said that he had no other mcans, This case in particular caused now ree 
proaches on tho part of the eastern ministry. 

Q Was he entitled to such measures, in your opinion? 

A Reich Commissioner Koch had jurisdiction over the execution of all 
orders coming from the departments in the Reich, He was responsible for their 
exccution and he was responsible for orders for the exccution, Ho had at least 
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I believe, often overstepped the limitations of his instructions and acted 
his own initiative, and as he thought in the interest of war economy. He ine 
troduced measures which sometimes I heard about and Somctises I did not, As 
appears from the docupents == 

THE PRESIDENT ic ou v ] vas whother in your opinion 


he was entitlod to burn houses because people 
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vork, and you have given that long answer which you havo just given, 
It suums to me to be no answer to the quustion, 

A (continued) The right for the burning aown of houses, in my opinion he 
did not have, That is why I intervenec and he tried to justify himself, 

Q To carry out the recruitment of laborers, recruiting was to be carriod out 
ith a curtain ancunt of administrative coercion, How far was that permissible? 
Is there legal and illegal cocrcion? How do you judge the measures which wore 
corriod out in practice? 

A Until late in 1943 I insisted o. voluntary recruitment, but in the face of 
the urgent demands from thc Fuehrcr I could not maintain that attitude of mino, 
So that I agr.od thet some lcgol form could be given to certain age groups which 
were to be called up from which all those were to be cliuinatod whe worse requir- 
ed in the oceupicd cnsturn territories, whereas a ono others were to be recru- 
ited with the help of their own administrations, that is to sa ere own bur- 
gomeisters in th occupicd territories, There is no doubt, of course, in this 
connuction that so as to giv emphasis to these dumands of the administration 


gendarmes wer sud for the execution of this 


could Koch stop it, and 


the duty of the Reich Comm’ ssioner to whom th. regional government 
inated to invustigate and te interfere in accordance 
instructions which he had received 
ut why did you go to Sauckol r. we fas it Sauckcl's duty to stop this 
A Sauckel, as the deputy of the plonipotentiary for the Four Year Plan had 
the right to give instructions to mum the ministry for caste affairs, and over 


and above that he had the right to byp:ss me and give instruction: o the Reich 


Commissioner, a privilige which he has used by giving lectures in the district 
and vastern territorios on several oceasion: 
es Sauckel responsible for the conditions in the Ukraine? 
A Sauckel was not responsible for the execution of these dema ds, but of 
course on the basis of the authority given him by the Puchrcr he made his demand: 


shat the reg: onal goveraments which wero rcSponsibl. 


General commissioners did fecl it their duty to back tho 


for rocruitmont by a certain amount of exceutive power, as appcars from document 
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from the genral commissioner in Zhitomir, and I think from another 


the number of which I have forgotten, from the district commissioner in 


2 Did Sauckel have an organization of his own? 

A Well, of course he had a staff, but I can't make a statement on the size 
ot it, He took care that the civil administration had labor officcs attached to 
thom, and his Cemands as far as civil administration in the vast was concerned 

handed over to the administrative departments for their cerrying out, In my 
ion and as far as I know he had no.very large organization, 
Before Sauckel Came into office, wasn't there a department in your ministry 
called labor, which had its corresponding departments which were labor offices? 

A I can't Bive you a proci answer to that. I think a main department labor 
and social police did exist at the very beginning of the ini Ys out I cantt 
tell you the exact date at the moment, Perhaps Dr, Beil's statement Will contain 
Soine details, 

So you are not in the picture regarding the anization of these worker 
d.partauonts? 
I am informed as far as I have tole you, only I can't give you the dato 
for the foundation of that main department in the Ministry for eastern affairs, 
J Did labor offices uxist which had their head in your ministry for occupied 
eastern territorics? 
r did of course Cooperate with the civil 
had continuous contact and co- 
rrospondonoes 
on à lower levol W&S, of course 
on, but the departments attached to the Reich Commissioners were obv- 


corresponded with, 
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Q In your letters, you are talking about service departments of 
Sauckel's. What are the departments you mean? 
Well, I mean, first of all, the immediate representative Peukert. 
Later on, he was to achieve collaboration with that section and he was the 


formal head of that department working on social policy. He was very 


rarely at the Ministry for Eastern Affairs since he was being used by Sauckel 


most of the time and apart from that, he had another few gentlemen who, 
with my department, were negotiating regarding the reduction of the =-=- 

THE PRESIDENT: Witness Sauckel will give all this information. What 
is the good of wasting our time putting it to Rosenberg. 

DR, SERVATIUS: It is important so as to ascertain responsibility. 

I wouldn't be able to call on Rosenberg ns a witness lator. A great 
number of questions will arise, 

THE PRESIDENT: I understand that, cf course, but these are all details 
of Sauckel's administration which Sauckel must know himself. 

DR. SERVATIUS: Yes, but I would have no opportunity later on to ask 
the witness Rosenberg regarding the consequences and the result of the 
organizations, v | responsible, who has the right to supervise, who had 

measures add 
can’t understand all that, if one 
the witness about it first of all. I wild suggest that, if possible, 
Rosenberg should be called later on in connection with Sauckel's case and 
after Sauckel has spoken, to abbreviate the mav5or. 

THE PRESIDENT: Thore is no issue with the prosecution about it. 

If there is no issue with tho prosecution, then Sauckel's evidence about 
it will be quite sufficient, 

DR. SERVATIUS. Mr. President, the witness Rosenberr, in a letter 
addressed to Snuckel, mentioned the fact that his departments wer: using 
these letters which had been objected to. Since, in my opinion, such 
department didn't exist, but since Rosenberr was addressing the wrong 
person, it must be possible for me to ascertain which service cepartment 


did in fact exist. It is a complaint raised by Rosenberg regarding the 
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conditions and instead of addrcssing himself to Koch(?) he is addressing 
himself to Seuckel,. 

THE PRESIDENT: Ask him some direct question, will you? 
BY DR. SERVATIUS: 


Q What did Sauckel do upon reseiving the letter you addressed to 


A I didn't receive a Xttor in reply to it -- nor had he replied to 
it, but I heard that Sauckel on the occasion of a meeting of labor offices 
at Weimar, referred to these complaints in detail and that he was moking 
efforts to do his best so as to remove the grounds for the complaints. 

Q Didn't that meeting take place a fortnight later; namely, on 
the 6th of January 1943, and weren't you present, too? 

& Bey I spoke in one meeting at Weimar; it may be I spoke at one 
meeting; whether or not at this one, I can't tell you. 

Q Dic you hear Sauckel's speech on-the occasion of that moctinc? 

A No, I have no recollection of it, 

Q Did you get the.speoch in writing bter? 

A. I can't remember it either, 

DR, SERVATIUS: Later on, when Sauckel's case comes up, I shall 
submit the speech, in document form. I have a number of more questions. 
BY DR, SERVATIUS: 

- Q Did other departments, too, in the occupied territories, concern 
themselves with recruiting Hborers? 

A Yes. I have received sovorel reports that the so-called "Todt" 
organization, for the carrying out of their technical tasks, were recruiting 
workers and using them and I think the railway administration and several 
other authorities in the East were making efforts to create for themselves 
replacements of workers. 

Q Isn't it rirht. that the armed forces were demanding workers, that 


workers were demanded for road construction by industry, home industry, and 


that there was a general effort to keep the laborers, the workers in the 


country, too, and not let them go to Germany? 
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A That is correct and that is understandable, It is understandable 
that the armed forces and the organization Todt and various other 
departments were asking for asmany laborers as possible for the werk they 
were doing and they probably didn't want to give any of their workers up 
eithere That is understandable, 

Q Sauckel has repeatedly pointed out that workers must be brought 
under all circumstances and that all obstacles must be removed. Did 


that refer to the resistance of the local department which didn't want 


to give up these workers? 


" 


A It certainly referred to these local forces and in a conference 
which I had with Sauckel in 1943, and which is in evidence as a document 
which has been mentioned today; reference was made to these documents, 
Sauckel stated that by order of the Fuchrer he would have to raise a large 
number of new workers in the East and in this connection, I am thinking of 
the armed forces most of all, who had been hoarding workers and been a ctive 
in Germany, 

Q Did Suckel have anything to do with the rounding up of workers 
in connection with the Germanizi ne of the East? 

A I don't understand that questions 

Q What do you understand in connection with Germanizing? In 
carrying out the resettlements in t! East, forces were transforred; they 
were allotted to Sauckel upon his requeste 

m First of all I don't know for certain what resettlement you are 


talking about, 
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Q À report has been presented here which was stating that it was con= 
cerned with just who were sent into Polish territory; prosunablo they reached 
your territory, too, Don't you know about that? 

A I can only tell you based or my on knowledge, that this concentration 
of the Jowish population fron Germany, in certain toms anc camps in tho East, 
was the responsibility of the Chiof of the Gernan Police, who had the sane tasks 
for the occupied’ Eastern: Tapritoriés; that in connection with tho transfer to 
camps and concentrations in certain towns, there may have been a possible shor- 
tage of labor but I don't know what that can have to do with Gernanization, 

SERVATIUS: I have no further questions. 
Before we adjourn, I should like to know what the position 
is about the defendant Frank's documents, Docs anybody know anything about that, 

HR. DODD: iir. President, I am ablo to say that in so far as wo are cone 
cernod, vo havo boen in consultation with Dre Seidl f or the defendant ra ink as 
woll as the representatives of the Soviet prosecutings staff, We aro 

be heard a any time that the Tribunal would care to hear us on the docunents, 
eSe Then, Dr, Thoma, how many witness have you got and 
do you think you will be in the defendant Rosenberg 's 
THOMA: I have only one witness, ny Lord, the witness Ricckee I believe 
that as far as I am conce ornod, I shall deal with hin in no nor 
probably it won't take as long as that, It will depend cn c 


THE PRESIDENT: > HK x then you may finish the defendant Rosen- 


Dr. Seidl, will you be able to 
: . . xd a s 
£o on at once in Cs oupposincz wo finish R Sonborg tomorrow «= tomorrow 
esday, is it not? Wi u be able to go on Thursda y morning in Frank! 
Lx. SEIDL: Mr, President, I can start with *rank's caso as soon as Rosen er 


are concerned, I only had difficul- 


tios regarding one docunont and I have foregone the presentation of it but apart 


fron that, these are docunents which lready mostly have been presenter by % 


prosecution, 
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THE PRESIDENT: If there is any one document in question, we can hoar you 
upon it now, As I undorstand yous you only have one document about which there 


is any différonco of opinion, 
SEIDL: That has been Settled, I no longor want t; present ii, 
PRESIDENT : Vory well, 


SEIDL: There are no differences of opinion, 


Well, then, you are perfectly ready to go on? 


PRESIDENT:  Havo they been translated yet? 


e 


SEIDL: ås far as I know, they have all beon translated, 


PRESIDENT: Very well, thank youe 


(Tho Tribunal adjourned until 17 April 1946 at 1000 hours), 





